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If anyone else is in need of prayer that we have-

n't heard of as yet, we extend our thoughts to you

PRAYER CHAIN

Pastor Richard in Kenya & his care of many
orphans

The Kenyan Appeal
Pastor Zacharia in PNG / Philippines
Restitution Ministries

Bro Ray in the Philippines, Bro Tomasi in Fiji
and Bro Peter Ah -koy

Peter Halsall's
ing, Markets & his Kenyan contacts

work in

Letterboxing ef+ffathe ecipe f
ents of DVD's may they
about God’'s truth
Joanne’ s HBaling

Mi chael & Joanne’ s
Chere—God’' s hand over the
Ky m, Evelyn' s—®ad'ght €o nj

wellbeing, and Julie & family, moving to Ben-
digo

Vera’'s br otGodr,s hefafl i ng
Our children

Pray for Andr ew’ sTwins, bog
and a girl

Francis & his Wife

Stefan —his work in Kenya

John Machelan —God’ s Heal i ng
Joseph & Paul, Greenvale Church —
Distributing leaflets

Nel ma (Michael’s Mother
International Bible Study —God' s Leagd
Kurt, Very ill, God’'s heg
Jean, Mar y & Muriel, S
God’s Loving Healing ha
lan and Sherry needs GOE
Mel & Matthew God’'s Lea
Vallian from Kenya & Sarah from Germany,
may God’s hand be over
youth

Greg, Receiving DVD's &
on his heart with the truth

Joanne & her son Jake, may God have His
loving arms around both of them

Joanne’'s sisGed’ &dnpgebhi
Lef—God' s healing hand ug

“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you”

1 Pet.5:7

ewsletter
April 2013

"There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel
and the Revelation have attention as never before in the history of our work...
Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by point, the history of the kingdoms there
represented. Behold statesmen, councils, powerful armies, and see how God
wrought to abase the pride of men, and lay human glory in the dust. . . The light
that Daniel received from God was given especially for these last days. The visions
he saw by the banks of the Ulai and the Hiddekel, the great rivers of Shinar, are

now in process of fulfillment, and all the events foretold will soon come to pass...
Mel bour ne, Letterbox-

V\éh\(/en \,Nt’e5 as a people understand what this book means to us, there will be seen
AMong us, a grept reviyal.. When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better
understood, believers will have an entirely different religious experience. They will
be given such glimpses of the open gates of heaven that heart and mind will be

D a u|gimpressed, withjthescharacter that all must develop in order to realize the blessed-
Mness which is to be the reward of the pure in heart." Testimonies to Ministers and
f @dsgel Workers,

(Chapter 11)

Zucchini, Coriander and Cream Cheese Fritters
Makes 8 fritters
1 1/2 cups quinoa flour
1/2 cup vegan cream cheese (or plain soy yoghurt)
1 tsp coriander seeds, ground (or simply ground coriander)
1 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp cumin powder
2 medium zucchinis, grated
2 tbsp nutritional yeast flakes
1/4 cup water
Chilli flakes, optional
Salt and pepper to taste

In a large bowl, mix all ingredients together; you may need to add a little
bit more water if it's too dry

Form into balls using your hands, Cook over a medium heat in a non-stick
pan for 3-6 minutes on each side, flattening out with a spatula, Flip onto a
plate and serve warm with sweet chili sauce

Send your request to: PO Box 166, Mt Clear, 3350 or via email to
truevine@email.com You will receive your DVD/s through the post.
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Offer : NGIMIE! ettt sttt e b e et s :
[ AAAress: ..ottt I
| |
| |
| |
[ 5 o



The Sanctuary Servicé M L Andreasen

Cont’d from previous edition

God Conceived a Plan

Originally it was God's intention that man should
have free communion with his Maker. This was the
plan He attempted to carry out in the Garden of
Eden. But sin thwarted the original design of God.
Man sinned, and God sent him forth from the garden.
He was now separated from God, and henceforth

sorrow would be his lot.

But God conceived a plan whereby He and His people
might again be united. If they could not live in Para-
dise, where they could enjoy open communion with
Him, why should not God go out and live with them?
And so in the fullness of time God sent word to His
people: “Let them make Me a sanctuary; that | may
dwell among them.” Exodus 25:8. Wonderful love!
God could not bear to be separated from His own,
and so His love devised a plan whereby He might live
among them! He would go with them on their jour-
neys to and fro in the wilderness, and at last lead
them into the Promised Land. God would be with His
people again. True, there was a separating wall now,
for God dwelt in the sanctuary, and man could not
approach Him directly. But God is as near as sin will

permit. He is “among” His people.

At last an explanation:

Ever walk into a room with some purpose in mind, only
to completely forget what that purpose was? Turns out,
doors themselves are to blame for these strange
memory lapses.

Psychologists at the University of Notre Dame have dis-
covered that passing through a doorway triggers what’s
known as an event boundary in the mind, separating
one set of thoughts and memories from the next. Your
brain files away the thoughts you had in the previous
room and prepares a blank slate for the new locale.

LiQa y20 F3IAy3as

In the New Testament we are told, “They shall call His
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with
us.” Matthew 1:23. The Christian ideal is fellowship with
God, oneness with Him, no separation. “Enoch walked
with God.” Genesis 5:24. Moses talked with Him face to
face. (Exodus 33:11) But Israel was not yet ready for
such an experience. They needed to be taught lessons of
reverence and holiness. They needed to learn that with-
out holiness no man can see God. (Hebrews 12:14) It
was to teach them this that God commanded them to
make Him a sanctuary that He might dwell among
them.

Cont’d in next edition

See if you can descramble the following ward
"% answer at the'end

RAMEFTNIM

“There’s life in a look at the Sacred Cross. ‘
Jesus has said, “Look unto me;”
Earth with its riches is only dross,

Bright treasures beyond in the cross | see.

“In a look there’s life for thee,
In a look at Calvary;
Blessed thought, salvation free,
By a look at Calvary.”

Free Book Offer

The Real Historical Facts Behind: -
Christmas, Easter & Halloween

Email: pilgrimpeterl @hotmail.com 4

Mob: 0421 880 671

Write: P O Box 412
Hamptcn Park
/ic 3€76

—
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EW - Early Writings (1882)
My First Vision
Cont’d from previous edition

After | came out of vision, every-
thing looked changed; a gloom
was spread over all that | beheld.
Oh, how dark this world looked
to me. | wept when | found my-
self here, and felt homesick. |
had seen a better world, and it
had spoiled this for me. | told the view to
our little band in Portland, who then fully
believed it to be of God. That was a pow-
erful time. The solemnity of eternity rest-
ed upon us. About one week after this the
Lord gave me another view and showed
me the trials | must pass through, and that
I must go and relate to others what He had
revealed to me, and that | should meet
with great opposition and suffer anguish
of spirit by going. But said the angel, "The
grace of God is sufficient for you; He will
hold you up."

After | came out of this vision, | was ex-
ceedingly troubled. My health was very
poor, and | was but seventeen years old. |
knew that many had fallen through exalta-
tion, and | knew that if | in any way be-
came exalted, God would leave me, and |
should surely be lost. | went to the Lord in
prayer and begged Him to lay the burden
on someone else. It seemed to me that |
could not bear it. | lay upon my face a long
time, and all the light | could get was,
"Make known to others what | have re-
vealed to you."

In my next vision | earnestly begged of the
Lord that, if | must go and relate what He
had shown to me, He would keep me from
exaltation. Then He showed me that my
prayer was answered, and if | should be in
danger of exaltation His hand would be
laid upon me, and | would be afflicted with
sickness. Said the angel, "If you deliver the
messages faithfully, and endure unto the
end, you shall eat of the fruit of the tree of
life and drink of the water of the river of
life."

Soon it was reported all around that the
visions were the result of mesmerism, [SEE
APPENDIX.] and many Adventists were
ready to believe and circulate the report. A
physician who was a celebrated mesmeriz-
er told me that my views were mesmer-
ism, that | was a very easy subject, and
that he could mesmerize me and give me a
vision. | told him that the Lord had shown
me in vision that mesmerism was from the
devil, from the bottomless pit, and that it
would soon go there, with those who con-
tinued to use it. | then gave him liberty to
mesmerize me if he could. He tried for
more than half an hour, resorting to differ-
ent operations, and then gave it up. By

faith in God | was able to resist his influ-
ence, so that it did not affect me in the
least.

If I had a vision in meeting, many would say
that it was excitement and that someone
mesmerized me. Then | would go away
alone in the woods, where no eye or ear
but God's could see or hear, and pray to
Him, and He would sometimes give me a
vision there. | then rejoiced, and told them
what God had revealed to me alone, where
no mortal could influence me. But | was
told by some that | mesmerized myself. Oh,
thought |, has it come to this that those
who honestly go to God alone to plead His
promises and to claim His salvation, are to
be charged with being under the foul and
soul-damning influence of mesmerism? Do
we ask our kind Father in heaven for
"bread," only to receive a
"stone" or a "scorpion"? These things
wounded my spirit, and wrung my soul in
keen anguish, well-nigh to despair, while
many would have me believe that there
was no Holy Ghost and that all the exercises
that holy men of God have experienced
were only mesmerism or the deceptions of
Satan.

At this time there was fanaticism in Maine.
Some refrained wholly from labor and dis-
fellowshiped all those who would not re-
ceive their views on this point, and some
other things which they held to be religious
duties. God revealed these errors to me in
vision and sent me to His erring children to
declare them; but many of them wholly
rejected the message, and charged me with
conforming to the world. On the other
hand, the nominal Adventists charged me
with fanaticism, and | was falsely, and by
some wickedly, represented as being the
leader of the fanaticism that | was actually
laboring to correct. Different times were
repeatedly set for the Lord to come and
were urged upon the brethren; but the Lord
showed me that they would all pass by, for
the time of trouble must come before the
coming of Christ, and that every time that
was set and passed by would only weaken
the faith of God's people. For this | was
charged with being with the evil servant
that said in his heart, "My Lord delayeth His
coming."

All these things weighed heavily upon my
spirits, and in the confusion | was some-
times tempted to doubt my own experi-
ence. While at family prayers one morning,
the power of God began to rest upon me,
and the thought rushed into my mind that it
was mesmerism, and | resisted it. Immedi-
ately | was struck dumb and for a few mo-
ments was lost to everything around me. |
then saw my sin in doubting the power of
God, and that for so doing | was struck
dumb, and that my tongue would be loosed
in less than twenty-four hours. A card was

held up before me, on which were written in
letters of gold the chapter and verse of fifty
texts of Scripture. [THESE TEXTS ARE GIVEN AT
THE CLOSE OF THIS ARTICLE.] After | came out
of vision, | beckoned for the slate, and wrote
upon it that | was dumb, also what | had seen,
and that | wished the large Bible. | took the
Bible and readily turned to all the texts that |
had seen upon the card. | was unable to speak
all day. Early the next morning my soul was
filled with joy, and my tongue was loosed to
shout the high praises of God. After that |
dared not doubt or for a moment resist the
power of God, however others might think of
me.

Cont’d in next edition

Word Search

See if you can find the following words in
the grid below—the remaining letters
form a hidden word

P I C B D Z D H J N
EM A E Z OA L OT
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I E T H O R T L D E
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z P E L R I C H N O
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ABRAM SODOM
EGYPT CATTLE
LOT JORDAN
RICH WICKED
GOLD MAMRE
DAN TENT
SILVER ZOAR
BETHEL GOD
PERIZZITE

Contributions

Please feel free to submit items for
inclusion in future newsletters to the
Editor

C/o Ballarat Bible Study Group
PO Box 166

Mt Clear VIC 3350
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Short Report from Restitution Ministries

We have been receiving very positive reports from Bro Stefan in China. After his and Victor’s visit there last year, a number of
entire churches have accepted the Sabbath. This trip has been a witness to Stefan, of their conversion to the Sabbath. Below are
a few reports received, after less than 2 weeks in that great field.

Also; Bro Victor has just conducted his first Skype hook up with Russia. This looks like a very promising field, as there are already
a number of believers there, (believers in the true faith.) This is the result of the recent mail out to many of Sister Rosy’s contacts
in that part of the world. Thanks Rosy, God bless you.

The work in Kenya is growing and we have a few more promising contacts to work with there. The next visit there should see a
firm foundation laid, for the evangelising and medical missionary work’s progress in that country, and abroad.

PNG is stabilising after the recent shaking and will now be able to concentrate on the important work of evangelism. As 2 sisters
will soon return home after their medical missionary training in Tasmania, we hope to see the medical work take root in PNG al-
so. Thanks to Tony and Johanna for their assistance and self sacrifice in training these souls.

We thank our brethren in Fiji and the Solomon Islands, for their loyalty to the faith also, as they are part of the Australasian Divi-
sion. Although the Australasian Division prophecy, is yet to take place, all the signs are there for it's soonfulfilment.

| want to take this opportunity to thank all the worldwide supporters of RM, as this work could not be accomplished, without the
support of all the workers. | also want to thank all the workers for their dedication to the work, “How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!” And | want to thank Rina for her generosity in mak-
ing all the travel arrangements possible including the supply of all the airline tickets to all the destinations above. And not only
these trips, but also for her regard towards future trips as well, what a God sent blessing, this sister has been to RM. And most of
all I want to thank God, Who has brought together this team of workers, as uncompromising as they are, to proclaim the truth to
this perishing world. We still have much to accomplish, but our confidence is in the God of Israel, and our faith is in His Son Jesus
Christ, praise them.

| believe we are on the verge of very solemn times, as | have never before seen the accumulation of workers and progress of the
work, like this before. The past few months have seen the opening of new doors not expected. And there may be more on the
way also, but it is a little early to say right now.

God is Good and Greatly to be Praised.

Mark 8:36

- For what shall it ‘
profita man, if he
hall gain the wh,o

world, and lose

1Ch 16:36 Blessedbe the LORD God of Israel for ever and ever.
And all the people said, Amen, and praised the LORD.

BACK ON ITS GOLDEN HINGES

ABack on its gplden hi
The gate of memory swings,
And my heart goes into the garden
And wal ks with tlhe ol den

Blossoms Which Mature Amidst Clouds.—
Faith, patience, forbearance, heavenly- —
mindedness, trust in your wise, heavenly
Father, are the perfect blossoms which matué
amidst clouds and disappointments and
bereavements (Lett '




0 1 is no secret wh at god can dod

Back in the 50& there was a well known radio host/comedian/song writer in Hollywood named Stuart
Hamblen who was noted for his drinking, womanizing, partying, etc.

One of his bigger hits at the time was Al wonbét go

One day, along came a young preacher holding a tent revival. Hamblen had him on his radio show pre-
sumably to poke fun at him.

In order to gather more material for his show, Hamblen showed up at one of the revival meetings.

Early in the service the preacher announced,i Ther e i s one man in this audi
were probably others who thought the same thing, but Hamblen was convinced that he was the one the
preacher was talking about (some would call that conviction) but he was having none of that.

Still the words continued to haunt him until a couple of nights later he showed up drunk at the preacher®
hotel door around 2 a.m. demanding that the preacher pray for him!

But the preacher refused, saying, AThis i s between
it.o

But he did invite Stuart in and they talked until about 5 a.m. at which point Stuart dropped to his knees

and with tears, cried out to God.

But that is not the end of the story. Stuart quit drinking, quit chasing women, quit everything that was
60 f uSoon be began to lose favour with the Hollywood crowd.

He was ultimately fired by the radio station when he refused to accept a beer company as a sponsor.

Hard times were upon hi m. He tried writing amhupl e
success was AThis Old Houseo, written for his frien

As he continued to struggle, a long time friend named John took him aside and told him, i Al | your
troubles started when you 6égot religion, ©o6was it wo

Stuart answered simply, Yefis . 0

Then his frYoentdi tekegoufi booze so0o mAct, hdenédhsweu
John then said, A | you coulddgive itwmsd easilg. tband how

And Stuart®& r e s p 0 n s&emno ligesscret. ALLtthi ngs are posiei bheswlohéd Gs d

a catchy phrase, you should write a song about it.o

Andastheysay, fAThe resd i s histor

The song Car | Stuart Hamblen wrote was Alt I s No Se
ol't is no seGodoart dohat

What He 6 s dfor otkers,
He &6 | | forgau.
With arms  wide open,
Hedl |l welcome you.
Itisno secret, what Godcan do. . . . ¢

£

By the way... the friend was John Wayne. And the young preacher who refused to pray for Stuart Ham-
blen?........ that was Billy Graham.

'S R T



The Great Controversy
EG White

Chapter XXXH{ y I NBa 27F |

The great deceiver has many agents ready
to present any and every kind of error to
ensnare souls,—heresies prepared to suit
the varied tastes and capacities of those
whom he would ruin. It is his plan to bring
into the church insincere, unregenerate
elements that will encourage doubt and
unbelief, and hinder all who desire to see
the work of God advance, and to advance
with it. Many who have no real faith in God
or in his Word, assent to some principles of
truth, and pass as Christians; and thus they
are enabled to introduce their errors as
scriptural doctrines.

The position that it is of no consequence
what men believe, is one of Satan's most
successful deceptions. He knows that the
truth, received in the love of it, sanctifies
the soul of the receiver; therefore he is
constantly seeking to substitute false theo-
ries, fables, another gospel. From the be-
ginning, the servants of God have contend-
ed against false teachers, not merely as
vicious men, but as inculcators of false-
hoods that were fatal to the soul. Elijah,
Jeremiah, Paul, firmly and fearlessly op-

d
freshens breath
: N
eliminates intestinal gas

anti-inflammatory effects 4&

antioxidant activity
protects against colorectal
cancer '
induces cell death in
ovarian cancer cells
promotes healthy sweating
boosts immune system
free radical protection
lessens depletion of
glutathione
prevents symptoms of
motion sickness, especially
seasickness

& facebook.comOasisAdvanc edWeIInessq

Lk. 19:10:

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.

A young man had been living a free and easy life,
unmindful of any serious claims his God might have
upon him. Then God’s Spirit spoke to his heart and
he was under deep conviction. Realizing his lost
condition, he hurried to his pastor for spiritual coun-
sel. “ Sir, he said, | am a lost man”. “ That’s fine”,
was the pastor’s startling reply. The young man,
desperate in anguish of soul, cried out; “ But, sir, you
don’t understand. | tell you | am a lost man and you
say, it is fine! I'm lost, lostl.” “ That is good,” said
the minister. “Jesus Christ came to seek and to save
that which is lost.” The Lord Jesus is seeking out, so

compassionately, those who, like this young man,
realize that they are lost and in need of a Saviour.
That “this man receiveth sinners” as said in (Lk. 15:2)

is as blessedly true today as it was two thousand
years ago. In His day Jesus sought to impress the fact
of His love-search for sinners upon hard hearts
through the parable of the lost sheep. The shepherd
could not rest while even one---“the very least that
can be numbered” (Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 187)--
was missing. Thank God, the parable does not speak
of a sorrowful shepherd returning without the lost
sheep. The lost is found and restored to the fold.
Are we bruised and wounded, ready to perish today?
Do we need the Good Shepherd? Do we realize that
we are lost? Blessed assurance—“The Son of man is
come to seek and to save that which was lost.” All
our lives He has been seeking you and me. Today He
desires to encircle you and | in His arms of love, and
joyfully bear us to the fold of safety.

Health Tip

relieves nausea
diminishes morning sickness

relieves blockages from menstrual cramps

excellent for colds & flu
helps with digestion concerns
relieves headaches & migraines
y trelieves rheumatoid arthritis pai
. anti-cancer properties
—— helps with asthma
lowers cholesterol

posed those who were turning men from
the Word of God. That liberality which
regards a correct religious faith as unim-
portant, found no favor with these holy
defenders of the truth.

The vague and fanciful interpretations
of Scripture, and the many conflicting
theories concerning religious faith, that
are found in the Christian world, are the
work of our great adversary to so con-
fuse minds that they shall not discern
the truth. And the discord and division
which exist among the churches of Chris-
tendom are in a great measure due to
the prevailing custom of wresting the
Scriptures to support a favorite theory.
Instead of carefully studying God's Word
with humility of heart to obtain a
knowledge of his will, many seek only to
discover something odd or original.

In order to sustain erroneous doctrines
or unchristian practices, some will seize
upon passages of Scripture separated
from the context, perhaps quoting half
of a single verse as proving their point,
when the remaining portion would show
the meaning to be quite the opposite

With the cunning of the serpent, they
entrench themselves behind

Cont’d Over

Ginger Root Tea
Requined Ingredients:

5 thin slices of raw ginger
1% 2 cups of purified water
Y 1 lemons, squeezed
1-2 tablespoons raw honey

Optional ingredients
fnot added all at once)
1-2 clives crushed ganic
Cayenne powder
2 teaspoon seaweed
1-2 sticks of cinnamon

Boil water & meanwhile, grate
ginger slices. Pour into a'tea
kettle. Add the ginger, leman
juice, honey, & optional
ingredient(s). Allow to sit for
20 minutes. Strain into a
cup ormug & enjoy!
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Cont’d from previous age

disconnected utterances construed to suit their carnal desires. Thus
do many willfully pervert the Word of God. Others, who have an
active imagination, seize upon the figures and symbols of Holy Writ,
interpret to suit their fancy, with little regard to the testimony of
Scripture as its own interpreter, and then they present their vagaries
as the teachings of the Bible.

Whenever the study of the Scriptures is entered upon without a
prayerful, humble, teachable spirit, the plainest and simplest as well
as the most difficult passages will be wrested from their true mean-
ing. The papal leaders select such portions of Scripture as best serve
their purpose, interpret to suit themselves, and then present these
to the people, while they deny them the privilege of studying the
Bible, and understanding its sacred truths for themselves. The whole
Bible should be given to the people just as it reads. It would be bet-
ter for them not to have Bible instruction at all than to have the
teaching of the Scriptures thus grossly misrepresented.

The Bible was designed to be a guide to all who wish to become
acquainted with the will of their Maker. God gave to men the sure
word of prophecy; angels and even Christ himself came to make
known to Daniel and John the things that must shortly come to pass.
Those important matters that concern our salvation were not left
involved in mystery. They were not revealed in such a way as to per-
plex and mislead the honest seeker after truth. Said the Lord by the
prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision, and make it plain, . . . that he
may run that readeth it.” [Habakkuk 2:2.] The Word of God is plain
to all who study it with a prayerful heart. Every truly honest soul will
come to the light of truth. “Light is sown for the righteous.” [Psalm
97:11.] And no church can advance in holiness unless its members
are earnestly seeking for truth as for hid treasure.

By the cry, Liberality, men are blinded to the devices of their adver-
sary, while he is all the time working steadily for the accomplishment
of his object. As he succeeds in supplanting the Bible by human spec-
ulations, the law of God is set aside, and the churches are under the
bondage of sin while they claim to be free.

To many, scientific research has become a curse. God has permitted
a flood of light to be poured upon the world in discoveries in science
and art; but even the greatest minds, if not guided by the Word of
God in their research, become bewildered in their attempts to inves-
tigate the relations of science and revelation.

Human knowledge of both material and spiritual things is partial and
imperfect; therefore many are unable to harmonize their views of
science with Scripture statements. Many accept mere theories and
speculations as scientific facts, and they think that God's Word is to
be tested by the teachings of “science falsely so called.” The Creator
and his works are beyond their comprehension; and because they
cannot explain these by natural laws, Bible history is regarded as
unreliable. Those who doubt the reliability of the records of the Old
and New Testaments too often go a step father, and doubt the exist-
ence of God, and attribute infinite power to nature. Having let go
their anchor, they are left to beat about upon the rocks of infidelity.

Thus many err from the faith, and are seduced by the devil. Men
have endeavored to be wiser than their Creator; human philosophy
has attempted to search out and explain mysteries which will never
be revealed, through the eternal ages. If men would but search and
understand what God has made known of himself and his purposes,
they would obtain such a view of the glory, majesty, and power of
Jehovah, that they would realize their own littleness, and would be
content with that which has been revealed for themselves and their
children.

It is a masterpiece of Satan's deceptions to keep the minds of men
searching and conjecturing in regard to that which God has not
made known, and which he does not intend that we shall under-
stand. It was thus that Lucifer lost his place in Heaven. He became
dissatisfied because all the secrets of God's purposes were not con-

fided to him, and he entirely disregarded that which was revealed
concerning his own work in the lofty position assigned him. By
arousing the same discontent in the angels under his command,
he caused their fall. Now he seeks to imbue the minds of men
with the same spirit, and to lead them also to disregard the direct
commands of God.

Those who are unwilling to accept the plain, cutting truths of the
Bible, are continually seeking for pleasing fables that will quiet the
conscience. The less spiritual, self-denying, and humiliating the
doctrines presented, the greater the favor with which they are
received. These persons degrade the intellectual powers to serve
their carnal desires. Too wise in their own conceit to search the
Scriptures with contrition of soul and earnest prayer for divine
guidance, they have no shield from delusion. Satan is ready to
supply the heart's desire, and he palms off his deceptions in the
place of truth. It was thus that the papacy gained its power over
the minds of men; and by rejection of the truth because it in-
volves a cross, Protestants are following the same path. All who
neglect the Word of God to study convenience and policy, that
they may not be at variance with the world, will be left to receive
damnable heresy for religious truth. Every conceivable form of
error will be accepted by those who willfully reject the truth. He
who looks with horror upon one deception will readily receive
another. The apostle Paul, speaking of a class who “received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved,” declares, For this
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should be-
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” [2 Thessalonians 2:10
-12.] With such a warning before us, it behooves us to be on our
guard as to what doctrines we receive.

Among the most successful agencies of the great deceiver are the
delusive teachings and lying wonders of Spiritualism. Disguised as
an angel of light, he spreads his nets where least suspected. If
men would but study the Book of God with earnest prayer that
they might understand it, they would not be left in darkness to
receive false doctrines. But as they reject the truth, they fall a
prey to deception.

Another dangerous error, is the doctrine that denies the divinity
of Christ, claiming that he had no existence before his advent to
this world. This theory is received with favor by a large class who
profess to believe the Bible; yet it directly contradicts the plainest
statements of our Saviour concerning his relationship with the
Father, his divine character, and his pre-existence. It cannot be
entertained without the most unwarranted wresting of the Scrip-
tures. It not only lowers man's conceptions of the work of re-
demption, but undermines faith in the Bible as a revelation from
God. While this renders it the more dangerous, it makes it also
harder to meet. If men reject the testimony of the inspired Scrip-
tures concerning the divinity of Christ, it is in vain to argue the
point with them; for no argument, however conclusive, could
convince them. “The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” [1 Corinthi-
ans 2:14.] None who hold this error can have a true conception of
the character or the mission of Christ, or of the great plan of God
for man's redemption.

Still another subtle and mischievous error is the fast-spreading
belief that Satan has no existence as a personal being; that the
name is used in Scripture merely to represent men's evil thoughts
and desires. The teaching so widely echoed from popular pulpits,
that the second advent of Christ is his coming to each individual at
death, is a device to divert the minds of men from his personal
coming in

the clouds of heaven. For years Satan has thus been saying,
“Behold, he is in the secret chambers;” [Matthew 24:23-26.] and
many souls have been lost by accepting this deception.
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Again, worldly wisdom teaches that prayer is not essential. Men of
science claim that there can be no real answer to prayer; that this
would be a violation of law, a miracle, and that miracles have no
existence. The universe, say they, is governed by fixed laws, and God
himself does nothing contrary to these laws. Thus they represent
God as bound by his own laws; as if the operation of divine laws
could exclude divine freedom. Such teaching is opposed to the testi-
mony of the Scriptures. Were not miracles wrought by Christ and his
apostles? The same compassionate Saviour lives today, and he is as
willing to listen to the prayer of faith as when he walked visibly
among men. The natural co-operates with the supernatural. It is a
part of God's plan to grant us, in answer to the prayer of faith, that
which he would not bestow did we not thus ask.

Innumerable are the erroneous doctrines and fanciful ideas that are
obtaining among the churches of Christendom. It is impossible to
estimate the evil results of removing one of the landmarks fixed by
the Word of God. Few who venture to do this stop with the rejection
of a single truth. The majority continue to set aside one after anoth-
er of the principles of truth, until they become actual infidels.

The errors of popular theology have driven many a soul to skepti-
cism, who might otherwise have been a believer in the Scriptures. It
is impossible for him to accept doctrines which outrage his sense of
justice, mercy, and benevolence; and since these are represented as
the teaching of the Bible, he refuses to receive it as the Word of
God.

And this is the object which Satan seeks to accomplish. There is
nothing that he desires more than to destroy confidence in God and
in his Word. Satan stands at the head of the great army of doubters,
and he works to the utmost of his power to beguile souls into his
ranks. It is becoming fashionable to doubt. There is a large class by
whom the Word of God is looked upon with distrust for the same
reason as was its Author—because it reproves and condemns sin.
Those who are unwilling to obey its requirements endeavor to over-
throw its authority. They read the Bible, or listen to its teachings as
presented from the sacred desk, merely to find fault with the Scrip-
tures or with the sermon. Not a few become infidels in order to justi-
fy or excuse themselves in neglect of duty. Others adopt skeptical
principles from pride and indolence. Too ease-loving to distinguish
themselves by accomplishing anything worthy of honor, which re-
quires effort and self-denial, they aim to secure a reputation for
superior wisdom by criticising the Bible. There is much which the
finite mind, unenlightened by divine wisdom, is powerless to com-
prehend; and thus they find occasion to criticise. There are many
who seem to feel that it is a virtue to stand on the side of unbelief,
skepticism, and infidelity. But underneath an appearance of candor,
it will be found that such persons are actuated by self-confidence
and pride. Many delight in finding something in the Scriptures to
puzzle the minds of others. Some at first criticise and reason on the
wrong side, from a mere love of controversy. They do not realize
that they are thus entangling themselves in the snare of the fowler.
But having openly expressed unbelief, they feel that they must main-
tain their position. Thus they unite with the ungodly, and close to
themselves the gates of Paradise.

God has given in his Word sufficient evidence of its divine character.
The great truths which concern our redemption are clearly present-
ed. By the aid of the Holy Spirit, which is promised to all who seek it
in sincerity, every man may understand these truths for himself. God
has granted to men a strong foundation upon which to rest their
faith.

Yet the finite minds of men are inadequate fully to comprehend the
plans and purposes of the Infinite One. We can never by searching
find out God. We must not attempt to lift with presumptuous hand
the curtain behind which he veils his majesty. The apostle exclaims,
“How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding
out!” [Romans 11:33.] We can so far comprehend his dealings with
us, and the motives by which he is actuated, that we may discern

boundless love and mercy united to infinite power. Our Father in
Heaven orders everything in wisdom and righteousness, and we
are not to be dissatisfied and distrustful, but to bow in reverent
submission. He will reveal to us as much of his purposes as it is for
our good to know, and beyond that we must trust the Hand that
is omnipotent, the Heart that is full of love.

While God has given ample evidence for faith, he will never re-
move all excuse for unbelief. All who look for hooks to hang their
doubts upon, will find them. And those who refuse to accept and
obey God's Word until every objection has been removed, and
there is no longer an opportunity for doubt, will never come to
the light.

Distrust of God is the natural outgrowth of the unrenewed heart,
which is at enmity with him. But faith is inspired by the Holy Spirit,
and it will flourish only as it is cherished. No man can become
strong in faith without a determined effort. Unbelief strengthens
as it is encouraged; and if men, instead of dwelling upon the evi-
dences which God has given to sustain their faith, will permit
themselves to question and cavil, they will find their doubts con-
stantly becoming more confirmed.

But those who doubt God's promises, and distrust the assurance
of his grace, are dishonoring him; and their influence, instead of
drawing others to Christ, tends to repel them from him. They are
unproductive trees, that spread their dark branches far and wide,
shutting away the sunlight from other plants, and causing them to
droop and die under the chilling shadow. The life-work of these
persons will appear as a never-ceasing witness against them. They
are sowing seeds of doubt and skepticism that will yield an unfail-
ing harvest.

There is but one course for those to pursue who honestly desire
to be freed from doubts. Instead of questioning and caviling con-
cerning that which they do not understand, let them give heed to
the light which already shines upon them, and they will receive
greater light. Let them do every duty which has been made plain
to their understanding, and they will be enabled to understand
and perform those of which they are now in doubt.

Satan can present a counterfeit so closely resembling the truth
that it deceives those who are willing to be deceived, who desire
to shun the self-denial and sacrifice demanded by the truth; but it
is impossible for him to hold under his power one soul who hon-
estly desires, at whatever cost, to know the truth. Christ is the
truth, and the “light which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.” [John 1:9.] The Spirit of truth has been sent, to guide
men into all truth. And upon the authority of the Son of God it is
declared, “Seek, and ye shall find.” “If any man will do His will, he
shall know of the doctrine.” [Matthew 7:7; John 7:17.]

The followers of Christ know little of the plots which Satan and his
hosts are forming against them. But He who sitteth in the heavens
will overrule all these devices for the accomplishment of his deep
designs. The Lord permits his people to be subjected to the fiery
ordeal of temptation, not because he takes pleasure in their dis-
tress and affliction, but because this process is essential to their
final victory. He could not, consistently with his own glory, shield
them from temptation; for the very object of the trial is to pre-
pare them to resist all the allurements of evil.
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Precious Advent Promise

«“Sanctification is the work, not of a day,
or a year, but of a lifetime
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