
God has appointed times and seasons for every experience in your life such as 
happiness and sadness, easy and difficult time. Sometimes He exalts and hum-
bles, He raises nations up and brings them down. When you lose hope, troubles 
surround you, and uncertainty and doubt fill you with fear when there seems to 
be no way out of your problems. Sometimes it can shake you to the core. During 
your period of trial and testing, stay with God and communion with Him. Stay in 
fellowship with Him when trials come. 
Keep striving and praying. Continue to have faith and believe in what you are 
dreaming about and do not give up. Sometimes you may need to change direc-
tion or tweak what you are doing but if you see there is a new opportunity, pray 
and hope for it. Do not let the devil gets busy by playing with your faith. If you 
allow him, He will try to discourage you and persuade you to turn your back on 
God. 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 says, “There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens.” Do not force yourself into anything you cannot car-
ry. Ask God to lead you to what you want in life and keep following His direction. 
He will bless you and what you hoped for will become fruitful. “Stand firm. Let 
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 
you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.” ( 1 Corinthians 15:58) 

Ballarat Bible   Study Group 

“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you”  

1 Pet.5:7 

Prayer Chain 

 Glory to our Heavenly Father for all our 
answered prayers and may He increase 
our numbers to His Power and Glory. 

 Harry Van Egmond, Lyn and Family may 
God’s healing hand be upon Harry 

 Sandy, Prayer for God’s loving arms 
around him to keep him strong.  

 Leif to keep him strong and well and his 
Family may God’s Comforting arms be 
around each one  

 Restitution Ministries 

 Peter Hewitt in Kenya, (IBS), God’s guid-
ing hand 

 Gideon in PNG for God’s Leading Hand 
regarding working with youth around 
the world 

 Bro Ray in the Philippines, Bro Tomasi 
in Fiji and Bro Peter Ah-koy – God’s 
Blessings 

 Joanne’s Dad & Mum — God’s healing 
and loving arms around them 

 Jeff, Brother in law of Sandy—God’s 
healing hand 

 Our children 

 Stefan—his work in China, Russia & Sth 
Pacific—God’s hand over him 

 Nelma (Michael’s Mother) - God’s Loving 
Arm around her 

 Jean, Mary & Muriel, Sandy’s Sisters, 
Need God’s Loving Healing hand upon 
them 

 Vallian from Kenya & Sarah from Ger-
many, may God’s hand be over their 
work for the youth 

 Solomon Island—Brothers receiving bi-
ble studies, God’s guidance and leading 

 Peter Hassell, God’s arm around him 

 Pray for all Christian people being perse-
cuted in other lands – for God’s arms 
around them to keep them strong, and 
their Faith will prevail. 

 
 
If anyone else is in need of prayer that we 
have not heard of as yet, we extend our 
thoughts to you— please email your re-

quests to myersba45@gmail.com  
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CLEANSING AND ENERGIZING RED BEET ï PINEAPPLE --  GINGER SMOOTHIE    

1 cup kale 
1 cup spinach 
1 banana 
A piece of ginger to taste 
İ pineapple 
İ red beet 
1 carrot 
1 cup water 
1 cup freshly squeezed orange juice 
Note: add 1-2 tablespoons chai seeds and/or coconut oil to make it a 
complete and filling meal) 
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The Sanctuary ServiceðM L Andreasen 
Cont’d from previous edition 

tŜŀŎŜ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ /ƻƴǘΩŘ 

±ƻǿǎ 
At times peace offerings were vow offerings. For one rea-
son or another, perhaps because of some special blessing, 
expected or desired, an offerer would make a vow to the 
Lord. He might vow himself to the Lord, or his wife or chil-
dren, or cattle, house, or lands. (Leviticus 27) In this way 
Samuel was vowed to the. Lord (1 Samuel 1:11) In case of 
persons, a vow could ordinarily be redeemed, or bought 
back, at a fixed valuation, adjustable by the priests in case 
of the very poor. (Leviticus 27:1-8) If the vow concerned 
one of the beasts suitable for sacrifice, it could not be re-
deemed. If a man attempted to exchange it for another 
beast both beasts were to be offered. (Verses 9, 10) In 
case of an unclean beast, the priest was to evaluate it. It 
could be redeemed by adding one fifth to the estimated 
value. (Verses 11-13) 
It was a clearly stated principle that nothing already be-
longing to God could be vowed. Under this rule were the 
first-born (verses 26, 27); anything devoted to God (verses 
28, 29); the tithe (verses 30-34). 
There are some who do not consider vows with favour. 
Yet God provided for vows. While it is better not to vow 
than to vow and not pay (Ecclesiastes 5:5), at times vows 
are in order and acceptable to God. “If thou shall forbear 
to vow, it shall be no sin in thee” (Deuteronomy 23:22); 
but if a man makes a vow, he shall “not slack to pay 
it” (verse 21). The making of a vow is optional. A man may 
or may not make a vow, but if he makes one “he shall not 
break his word, he shall do according to all that proceeds 
out of his mouth.” Numbers 30:2. 
The chief point is this, that a man is to keep that which he 
has promised. He must “not break his word.” He must not 
even be “slack” in fulfilling his vow. When the proper time 
comes, he must pay. God expects this. 
God wants His people to be honest and dependable. He 
wants them to keep their promises. No man is fulfilling his 
Christian duties if he is undependable in business dealings. 
No man can break his word and retain God's favour. No 
man can “forget” to pay his bills, or even be slack concern-
ing them, and be counted 'honest in the sight of heaven. A 
Christian, above all people, must be a man of his word. He 
must not only be upright; he must be prompt. 
This is an age in which many consider their word as of little 
weight, and have small respect for their promises. While 
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this may be expected of the world, there can be no excuse for 
any who bear the name of Christ to repudiate their promise. 
Yet how many unpaid pledges there are, how many broken 
vows! The marriage vow is broken; the baptismal vow is bro-
ken; the ordination vow is broken. Covenants are repudiated, 
agreements violated, pledges forgotten. Breaking of faith is 
common, disregard of responsibility almost universal. Christ 
Himself wondered whether He should find faith on the earth 
when He returned at the last day. (Luke 18:8) 
In the midst of all this confusion there must be, will be, a peo-
ple upon whom God can depend, in whose mouth is found no 
guile, who are true to their word. The question asked in 
Psalms 15 is also answered there. The question: “Lord, who 
shall abide in Thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in Thy Holy 
hill?” 
The answer: “He that walks uprightly, and works righteous-
ness, and speaks the truth in his heart. He that backbites not 
with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbour, nor takes up a 
reproach against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person is 
condemned. But he honours them that fear the Lord. He that 
swears to his own hurt, and changes not. He that puts not out 
his money to usury, nor takes reward against the innocent. 
He that does these things shall never be moved.” 
One of the conditions here mentioned of abiding in the taber-
nacle of God is that of swearing “to his own hurt” and not 
changing. A man may agree to sell or to buy some property, 
and after the agreement is made, receive a more favourable 
offer. Will he stand by his bargain even at a loss to himself? 
He will if he is a Christian. 
Regard for one's word is a crying need. Nations need it, lest 
their agreements become meaningless. Business needs it, lest 
confusion and disaster result. Individuals needs it, lest faith 
perish from the earth. Above all, Christians need it, lest men 
lose their vision and hope, and despair grip mankind. 
This is the supreme hour and opportunity of the church. The 
world is due a demonstration that there is a people who re-
main faithful in a faithless generation; who have respect for 
their own word as well as for God's; who are true to the faith 
once delivered to the saints. The manifestation of the sons of 
God is overdue. (Romans 8:19) This revelation of the sons of 
God is not only “the earnest expectation of the creature,” but 
“the whole creation groans and travails in pain together” for 
it. Verse 22. And this manifestation will reveal a people who 
have the seal of God's approval. They keep the command-
ments. They have the faith of Jesus. Their word is yea, yea, 
and nay, nay. They are without fault, even before the 
throne of God. (Revelation 14:12, 5; James 5:12) 
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EW - Early Writings (1882) 

Cont’d from previous edition 

Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 1 
INTRODUCTION—
Cont’d 
""For i testify unto every man 
that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, if any 

man shall add unto these things, god 
shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book: and if any 
man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, god shall 
take away his part out of the book of 
life, and out of the holy city, and from 
the things which are written in this 
book." revelation 22:18, 19 
From this text it is claimed that god, 
who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets, and, in the 
commencement of the gospel day, by 
Jesus and his apostles, has hereby 
solemnly promised never to communi-
cate anything more to man in that 
way. Therefore all prophesying after 
this date must be false. This, it is said, 
closes the canon of inspiration. If so, 
why did john write his gospel after his 
return from Patmos to Ephesus? In 
doing so did he add to the words of 
the prophecy of that book written in 
the isle of Patmos? It is evident, from 
the text, that the caution against add-
ing to, or taking from, refers not to the 
bible as we have the volume com-
piled, but to the separate book of rev-
elation, as it came from the hand of 
the apostle. Yet no man has a right to 
add to, or subtract from, any other 
book written by inspiration of god. Did 
john, in writing the book of revelation, 
add anything to the book of Daniel's 
prophecy? Not at all. A prophet has no 
right to alter the word of god. But the 
visions of john corroborate those of 
Daniel and give much additional light 
upon the subjects there introduced. I 
conclude, then, that the lord has not 
bound himself to keep silence, but is 
still at liberty to speak. Ever be it the 
language of my heart, speak, lord, 
through whom thou wilt; thy servant 
heareth.   
     thus the attempt to prove from 
scripture the abolition of spiritual 
gifts, proves a total failure. And since 
the gates of hades have not prevailed 
against the church, but god still has a 

people on earth, we may look for the 
development of the gifts in connection 
with the third angel's message, a mes-
sage which will bring back the church 
to apostolic ground and make it indeed 
the light--not darkness--of the world. 
Again: we are forewarned that there 
would be false prophets in the last 
days, and the bible gives a test by 
which to try their teachings in order 
that we may distinguish between the 
true and the false. The grand test is the 
law of god, which is applied both to the 
prophesyings and to the moral charac-
ter of the prophets. If there were to be 
no true prophesyings in the last days, 
how much easier to have stated the 
fact, and thus cut off all chance for de-
ception, than to give a test by which to 
try them, as if there would be the gen-
uine as well as the false.   
In Isaiah 8:19, 20, is a prophecy of the 
familiar spirits of the present time, and 
the law is given as a test: "to the law 
and to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them." why say, "if 
they speak not," if there was to be no 
true spiritual manifestation or prophe-
sying at the same time? Jesus says, 
"beware of false prophets. . . . Ye shall 
know them by their fruits." Matthew 
7:15, 16. This is a part of the sermon on 
the mount, and all can see that this 
discourse has a general application to 
the church through the gospel age. 
False prophets are to be known by 
their fruits; in other words, by their 
moral character. The only standard by 
which to determine whether their 
fruits are good or bad, is the law of 

god. Thus we are brought to the law and 
to the testimony. True prophets will not 
only speak according to this word, but 
they will live according to it. One who 
speaks and lives thus, i dare not con-
demn.  
It has always been a characteristic of false 
prophets that they see visions of peace; 
and they will be saying, "peace and safe-
ty," when sudden destruction comes up-
on them. The true will boldly reprove sin 
and warn of coming wrath. prophesyings 
which contradict the plain and positive 
declarations of the word, are to be reject-
ed. Thus our saviour taught his disciples 
when he warned them concerning the 
manner of his second coming. When Je-
sus ascended to heaven in the sight of his 
disciples, it was declared most explicitly 
by the angels that this same Jesus should 
so come in like manner as they had seen 
him go into heaven. Hence Jesus, in pre-
dicting the work of the false prophets of 
the last days, says, "if they shall say unto 
you, behold, he is in the desert; go not 
forth: behold, he is in the secret cham-
bers, believe it not." all true prophesying 
on that point must recognize his visible 
coming from heaven. Why did not jesus 
say, reject all prophesying at that time; 
for there will be no true prophets then?   

Cont’d next edition 

Ellen G White Writings  

Descramble 

{ŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊŀƳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘτŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴŘ 

W I ½ Y h ! ¢ I w I ¢ L ¦ 
Hint: Balaam and Balak went here 
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S R E G N E S S E M 

R S E B A L A A M S 

V E L O I M S O M R 

C T D R D S A I G O 

F I E L D B T R E P 

R R R H M T T E A P 

O O S S E V E N C I 

E M V N B O C A J Z 

B A L A K T P Y G E 

See if you can find the following words in 
the grid below—the remaining letters 
form a hidden word—3 words (3,2,7) 

BALAAM 

BALAK 

ZIPPER 

AMORITES 

MOAB 

MIDIAN 

FIELD 

BEOR 

PETHOR 

MESSENGERS 

EGYPT 

ELDERS 

CURSE 

THEE 

ASS 

SMITTEN 

ARAM 

JACOB 

SEVEN 

OG 

 

 

 

8 Plants That Repel Mosquitoes Naturally 
Grow your own pest control, and never buy bug spray again! byCHRISTOPHER MICHELMAY 22, 2015 
You canôt just plant and be done, however. The aroma needs to be in the air around you, at the very least, and ide-
ally on your skin. To get the maximum effect, crush herb leaves in your hands to release their perfume, and then 
rub the leaves and their oils over your skin. Here are eight herbs that work great and can be kept in pots on a 
porch, near a door, or anywhere else you plan to congregate outside.   
 
Lemon Balm 
This member of the mint family has white flowers and a gentle lemony scent, as well as some healing properties. 
Itôs particularly good at keeping biting insects away, but itôs also an invasive species, so be careful when growing it. 

Catnip 
This fragrant mint cousin contains a chemical called nepetalactone, which is both a feline attractant and a useful 
insect repellent. 

Basil 
A 2009 study showed that the essential oil from this delicious herb istoxic to mosquito larvae. 

Lavender 
This beautiful, potent, and lovely-smelling flower not only repels mosquitoes but keeps moths and flies away. The 
flowerôs perfume is well-known, and while it will 
scent the air, itôs still most effective when actually 
rubbed on skin.  

Peppermint 
In its concentrated form, peppermint is sometimes 
used as an insect repellent, and its essential oil has 
been shown to keep away the adults and kill the lar-
vae of several species. 

Citrosum 
This perennial is actually marketed as ñmosquito 
plant,ò primarily due to its strong citronella-like 
smell. Unfortunately, though itôs the most heavily 
marketed, thereôs some research that suggests itôs 
also the least effective at keeping away mosquitoes. 
Still, thereôs some benefits to be had from rubbing it 
on your skin, and if thereôs nothing else around, it 
will provide some protection. 

Sage + Rosemary 
If youôre planning to gather around a fire, try burn-
ing a little sage or rosemary. The incense these 
plants give off when they burn not only smells good 
but is unpleasant enough to the little critters that itôll 
keep them awayðas long as youôre near the smoke.     
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http://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/garden/mint-growing-guide
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SOMETHING TO PONDER --- Excepts of this study will be published in following Newsletters 

Contôd from previous edition  

“We must cling to our Bibles. If Satan can make you believe that there are things in the Word of God that are not in-
spired, he will then be prepared to ensnare your soul. We shall have no assurance, no certainty, at the very time we 
need to know what is truth.”   Review and Herald,Dec. 18, 1888. Ev 249.2 
 
“The gospel is a system of practical truths destined to work great changes in human character. If it does not work the 
transformation in life, in habits, and practice, it is no truth to those who claim to believe it. Man must be sanctified 
through the truth. And said Jesus, “Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17). Unless the truth of God shall lift up man out of his 
depravity, his intemperate and profligate habits, and make him reflect the image of God, he is lost.”   TDG p.81   “Jesus 
prayed for His disciples, “That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one 
in Us.” [John 17:21.] Just before, He said, “Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.” [John 17:17.] And He 
had given them the promise, “When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.” [John 16:13.] 
Through Christ’s Holy Spirit, Christ will open more clearly to those who will believe on Him that which He has inspired 
holy men to write concerning the truth. And it is thus that the unity for which Christ prayed is to be effected. We are 
to receive sanctification through obedience to the Word and Spirit of truth. We cannot surrender the Truth in order to 
accomplish this union; for the very means by which it is to be gained is sanctification through the Truth. Human wis-
dom would change all this, thinking this basis of union too narrow. Men would effect a union through conformity to 
popular opinions, through a compromise with the world. But truth is God’s basis for the unity of His peo-
ple.”   GW92p.391  

 
“The good-ground hearer receives the 
Word “not as the word of men, but as 
it is in truth, the Word of God’ (1 Thes-
salonians 2:13). Only he who receives 
the Scriptures as the Voice of God 
speaking to himself is a true learner. He 
trembles at the Word; for to him it is a 
living reality. He opens his understand-
ing and his heart to receive it.” COL, p. 
59   COL p.59 
 
“Our part is to receive God’s Word and 
to hold it fast, yielding ourselves fully 
to its control, and its purpose in us will 
be accomplished.”   COL p.61 
 
“In our day, as of old, the vital truths of 
God’s word are set aside for human 

theories and speculations. Many professed ministers of the gospel do not accept the whole Bible as the inspired 
Word. One wise man rejects one portion; another questions another part. They set up their judgment as superior to 
the Word; and the Scripture which they do teach rests upon their own authority. Its Divine authenticity is destroyed. 
Thus the seeds of infidelity are sown broadcast; for the people become confused and know not what to believe. Every 
Word of God is pure: He is a shield unto them that put their trust in Him. 6Add thou not unto His words, lest He re-
prove thee, and thou be found a liar. Proverbs 30:5, 6. The Word of God is made to appear mysterious and obscure in 
order to excuse transgression of His law. Christ rebuked these practices in His day. He taught that the Word of God 
was to be understood by all. He pointed to the Scriptures as of unquestionable authority, and we should do the same. 
The Bible is to be presented as the Word of the Infinite God, as the end of all controversy and the foundation of all 
faith.”   COL p.39  
“Christ’s favourite theme was the paternal tenderness and abundant grace of God; He dwelt much upon the holiness 
of His character and His law; He presented Himself to the people as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Let these be the 
themes of Christ’s ministers. Present the Truth as it is in Jesus. Make plain the requirements of the law and the gospel. 
Tell the people of Christ’s life of self-denial and sacrifice; of His humiliation and death; of His resurrection and ascen-
sion; of His intercession for them in the courts of God; of His promise, ‘I will come again, and receive you unto My-

self’ (John 14:3).”   COL p.40.2                                                                                                                                  To Be Cont’d 
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Study Topics may include: 
 What shall I do to be  saved? 
 Who is God? 
 What is God’s plan for me? 
 Battlefield Earth 
 The second coming of Christ 
 Forgiveness—can it be mine? 
 Signs of Christ’s soon return 
 Death—Why? What happens after I die? 
 God’s rescue plan for humanity 
 Angels—are they real? 
 The Secret of happiness 
 The healing power of God 
 Prayer—Does God really hear me? How do I pray? 
 God’s health program 

!ƴ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ 
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The Bible is a storehouse of information and guid-
ance which if studied will lead you to a knowledge 
of God and help you understand why you are here 
and where you are going. You will find out how much God loves you 
and learn about His free gift of eternal life and how it can be yours. 
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Something of interest 

The Siloam Pool: Where Jesus Healed the 
Blind Man 

A sacred Christian site identified by archaeologists 

In 2004, the stepped remains of the ancient Siloam Pool, long thought to be 
located elsewhere, were uncovered near the City of David. According to the 
Gospel of John, it was at this sacred Christian site that Jesus healed the 
blind man. Photo: Todd Bolen/BiblePlaces.com. 
The Siloam Pool has long been considered a sacred Christian site, even if the 
correct identification of the site itself was uncertain. According to the Gospel of John, it was at the Siloam Pool 
where Jesus healed the blind man (John 9:1ï11). 
Traditionally, the Christian site of the Siloam Pool was the pool and church that were built by the Byzantine empress Eudocia (c. 
400ï460 A.D.) to commemorate the miracle recounted in the New Testament. However, the exact location of the original pool as 
it existed during the time of Jesus remained a mystery until June 2004. 
During construction work to repair a large water pipe south of Jerusalemôs Temple Mount, at the southern end of the ridge 
known as the City of David, archaeologists Ronny Reich and Eli Shukron identified two ancient stone steps. Further excavation 
revealed that they were part of a monumental pool from the Second Temple period, the period in which Jesus lived. The struc-
ture Reich and Shukron discovered was 225 feet long, with corners that are slightly greater than 90 degrees, indicating a trape-
zoidal shape, with the widening end oriented toward Tyropoeon valley. 
The Siloam Pool is adjacent to the area in the ancient City of David known as the Kingôs Garden and is just southeast of the re-
mains of the fifth-century church and pool traditionally believed to be the sacred Christian site.  
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Chapter XXXVIII - The Final Warning 

  “I Conscientious obedience to the Word of God will be treated as 
rebellion. Blinded by Satan, the parent will exercise harshness and 
severity toward the believing child; the master or mistress will oppress 
the commandment-keeping servant. Affec-
tion will be alienated; children will be disin-
herited, and driven from home. The words 
of Paul will be literally fulfilled, “All that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus  shall suffer perse-
cution.” [2 Timothy 3:12.] As the defenders 
of truth refuse to honor the Sunday-
Sabbath, some of them will be thrust into 
prison, some will be exiled, some will be 
treated as slaves. To human wisdom, all this 
now seems impossible; but as the restrain-
ing Spirit of God shall be withdrawn from 
men, and they shall be under the control of 
Satan, who hates the divine precepts, there 
will be strange developments. The heart can 
be very cruel when God's fear and love are 
removed.  
As the storm approaches, a large class who 
have professed faith in the third angel's 
message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon 
their position, and join the ranks of the op-
position. By uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have 
come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is 
brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of 
talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ 
their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most 
bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbath-keepers are 
brought before the courts to answer for their faith, these apostates are 
the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, 
and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.   
 In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord's servants will be tried. 
They have faithfully given the warning, looking to God and to his Word 
alone. God's Spirit, moving upon their hearts, has constrained them to 
speak. Stimulated with holy zeal, and with the divine impulse strong 
upon them, they entered upon the performance of their duties without 
coldly calculating the consequences of speaking to the people the word 
which the Lord had given them. They have not consulted their tem-
poral interests, or sought to preserve their reputation or their lives. Yet 
when the storm of opposition and reproach bursts upon them, some, 
overwhelmed with consternation, will be ready to exclaim, “Had we 
foreseen the consequences of our words, we would have held our 
peace.” They are hedged in with difficulties. Satan assails them with 
fierce temptations. The work which they have undertaken seems far 
beyond their ability to accomplish. They are threatened with destruc-
tion. The enthusiasm which animated them is gone; yet they cannot 
turn back. Then, feeling their utter helplessness, they flee to the 
Mighty One for strength. They remember that the words which they 

The Great Controversy  

EG White  have spoken were not theirs, but His who bade them give the warning. 
God put the truth into their hearts, and they could not forbear to proclaim 
it.  
The same trials have been experienced by men of God in ages past. Wyc-
liffe, Huss, Luther, Tyndale, Baxter, Wesley, urged that all doctrines be 
brought to the test of the Bible, and declared that they would renounce 
everything which it condemned. Against these men, persecution raged 
with relentless fury; yet they ceased not to declare the truth. Different 

periods in the history of the church have 
each been marked by the development of 
some special truth, adapted to the necessi-
ties of God's people at that time. Every new 
truth has made its way against hatred and 
opposition; those who were blessed with its 
light were tempted and tried. The Lord gives 
a special truth for the people in an emergen-
cy. Who dare refuse to publish it? He com-
mands his servants to present the last invita-
tion of mercy to the world. They cannot re-
main silent, except at the peril of their souls. 
Christ's ambassadors have nothing to do 
with consequences. They must perform their 
duty, and leave results with God.  
As the opposition rises to a fiercer height, 
the servants of God are again perplexed; for 
it seems to them that they have brought the 
crisis. But conscience and the Word of God 
assure them that their course is right; and 
although the trials continue, they are 

strengthened to bear them.  
The contest grows closer and sharper, but their faith and courage rise 
with the emergency. Their testimony is, “We dare not tamper with God's 
Word, dividing his holy law, calling one portion essential and another non-
essential, to gain the favor of the world. The Lord whom we serve is able 
to deliver us. Christ has conquered the powers of earth; and shall we be 
afraid of a world already conquered?”   
Persecution in its varied forms is the development of a principle which will 
exist as long as Satan exists, and Christianity has vital power. No man can 
serve God without enlisting against himself the opposition of the hosts of 
darkness. Evil angels will assail him, alarmed that his influence is taking 
the prey from their hands. Evil men, rebuked by his example, will unite 
with them in seeking to separate him from God by alluring temptations. 
When these do not succeed, then a compelling power is employed to 
force the conscience.   

Psalm 103: “ Bless the Lord, O my soul; And all 
that is within me, bless His Holy name. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: 
Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all 

your diseases, Who redeems your life from de-
struction, Who crowns you with loving, kindness 
and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth 

with good things, So that your youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s. “  
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But so long as Jesus remains man's intercessor in the sanctuary above, the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit is felt by rulers and people. It 
still controls, to some extent, the laws of the land. Were it not for these laws, the condition of the world would be much worse than it now is. 
While many of our rulers are active agents of Satan, God also has his agents among the leading men of the nation. The enemy moves upon his 
servants to propose measures that would greatly impede the work of God; but statesmen who fear the Lord are influenced by holy angels to 
oppose such propositions with unanswerable arguments. Thus a few men will hold in check a powerful current of evil. The oppos ition of the 
enemies of truth will be restrained that the third angel's message may do its work. When the final warning shall be given, it  will arrest the 
attention of these leading men through whom the Lord is now working, and some of them will accept it, and will stand with the people of God 
through the time of trouble.   
The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third  angel's message is to lighten the whole earth with his glory. A work of world-wide ex-
tent and unwonted power is here foretold. The Advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first an-
gel's message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some countries there was the greatest religious interest which has 
been witnessed in any land since the Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be far exceeded by the mighty movement under 
the last warning of the third angel.  
The work will be similar to that of the day of Pentecost. As the “former rain” was given, in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of 
the gospel, to cause the upspringing of the precious seed, so the “latter rain” will be given at its close, for the ripening of the harvest. “Then 
shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth.” [Hosea 6:3.] “Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he hath given you the 
former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain.” [Joel 2:23.] “In the last days, 
saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh.” “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” [Acts 2:17, 21.] The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than marked its opening. The 
prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel, are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at 
its close. Here are “the times of refreshing” to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out [in the investigative Judgment], when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and 
he shall send Jesus.” [Acts 3:19, 20.]  
 Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from 
Heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and 
wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. [Revelation 
13:13.] Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.  
The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The 
seed has been sown, and now it will spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted  their influence, 
yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of 
light penetrate everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands which have held them. Family 
connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now. Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies com-
bined against the truth, a large number take their stand upon the Lord's side.  
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Hidden Word— COVERETH 
Descramble— KIRJATHHUZOTH  
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Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ LƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .Ŝŀǎǘ ²ƛƭƭ .Ŝ CƻǊƳŜŘΥ  In order for the United States to form an image of the 

beast, the religious power must so control the civil government that the authority of the state will also 

be employed by the church to accomplish her own ends.  (The Great Controversy between Christ and 

Satan. P. 443).  

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ LƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ŝŀǎǘ ²ƛƭƭ .Ŝ CƻǊƳŜŘΥ   When the leading churches of the United States, 

uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to en-

force their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an im-

age of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably result.  

(The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 4, p.278) 

²Ƙŀǘ ¢ƘŜ LƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ .Ŝŀǎǘ ²ƛƭƭ .ŜΥ  The ‘image to the beast’ represents that form of apostate 

Protestantism which will be developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the aid of the civil 

power for the enforcement of their dogmas. (The Great Controversy between Christ and Satan, p. 

445)  Only by changing God’s law could the papacy exalt itself above God; whoever should under-

standingly keep the law as thus changed would be giving supreme honour to that power by which the 

change was made.  Such an act of obedience to the papal laws would be a mark of allegiance to the 

pope in the place of God.  (Idem, p. 446)                                                                           ( Cont’d next edition) 


