PRAYER CHAIN

¢ Glory to our Heavenly Father for all our
answered prIa:IIyers and may He increase our
numbers to His Power and Glory.

¢ Sandy and his immediate family, Prayer for
God’s loving arms around them to keep
them strong.

¢ Restitution Ministries

¢ Peter Hewitt in Kenya, very ill please pray
for him may God’s healing hands be upon

him.

¢ Bro Ray in the Philippines, Bro Tomasi in
Fiji and Bro Peter Ah-koy — God’s Blessings

¢ Leif's daughter (Ballarat) and sister
(Norwa z - God’s healing loving arms
around them

¢ Joanne’s Dad & Mum — God’s healing and
loving arms around them

¢ Our children

4 Stefan—his work in China, Russia & Sth
Pacific—God’s hand over him

¢ Nelma (Michael’s Mother) - God’s Loving
Arm around her

¢ Sarah from Germany, may God’s hand be
over her work for the youth

¢ Solomon Island—Brothers receiving bible
studies, God’s guidance and leading

¢ Pray for all Christian people being persecut-

ed in other lands — for (Ex)od’s arms around

them to keep them strong, and their Faith

will prevail.

Andrea and Connie’s Prison Ministry, May

God’s hand be over them and that their

work be fruitful

Sister Beatrice and Irene in Kenya, God’s

Loving arms around them

Rebecca and Caro and her Son, God’s heal-

ing hand upon them

Glen and Vinnie from USA, God’s Leading

in their Ministry

Melinda From USA Praise God for the Truth

He has shown her

Ryan and friends in Sydney That God will

impress them with His truth

Pray for Josie, Pio, Vao and Anna, and the

neighbours either side of their home and

also Pr. Tavita, Tui his wife and their whole

familﬁ, who are the only ones on the island

who keep the 7th day Sabbath and believe

in the truth about God

¢ Brother Ray in Thailand—asking for prayer
for Brother Jim that God’s healing arms will
be around him, and that God may open a
way for His truth to be made known

¢ Cheryl and Adam, may the Lord have His
loving arms around them and keep them
safe, and His will be done

¢ Marie & Isaak and all in Melbourne for

God's loving healing arms around them,

and may His Will be done.
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If anyone else is in need of prayer that we have
not heard of as yet, we extend our thoughts to
you— please email your requests to
myersba45@gmail.com

“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you”

1 Pet.5:7

Newsletter
October 2019

"Experience is knowledge derived from experiment. Experimental reli-
gion is what is needed now. fiTaste and see that the Lord is good.0
Some—yes, a large number—have a theoretical knowledge of reli-
gious truth, but have never felt the renewing power of divine grace
upon their own hearts. These persons are ever slow to heed the testi-
monies of warning, reproof, and instruction indicted by Godé& Holy
Spirit. They believe in the wrath of God, but put forth no earnest ef-
forts to escape it. They believe in heaven, but make no sacrifice to ob-
tain it. They believe in the value of the soul and that erelong its re-
demption ceaseth forever. Yet they neglect the most precious opportu-
nities to make their peace with God. {5T 221.3}

Simple meat-free sausage pizza

4 serves - 10 mins. Prep. - 15 mins cooking
Try this classic pizza made with The Alternative

Meat Co. sausage which looks, cooks and

tastes just like real meat! Quick and easy to make, it delivers on taste, nutrition and flavour!

Ingredients
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o7 bl ack ol ihvaelsv,e dpi

el/ 4 cup roasted red capsicum

e2The Al ter naAtlvee rMeaattv eCocSausages, cut

eSalt and pepper to season (your <chol
e25hhe Al ter naChwee dx®i iNjoynC&€heese, gr at e
e25hhe Al t er naviowze aDaddyar fNoo@heese, gr at
eFresh rocket and basi/l |l eaves to gar
Method

l1Preheat fan forced oven to 180 degre
di sh with baking paper and pizza bas
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In The twenty-third chapter of Leviticus are recorded
the feasts and holy convocations which the Lord com-
manded His people to observe. There are seven in all.
Three of them are the great festivals of the year-the
Passover, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles. Of
these it is written: fiThree times in a year shall all thy
males appear before the Lord thy God in the place
which he shall choose. In the feast of unleavened
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the Lord
empty.0 Deuteronomy 16:16. (See also Exodus 23:17;
34:23

The two words used to denote ffeastsd and fholy con-
vocationso differ considerably in their meaning. Hag,
which belongs especially to the three feasts named,
means fa joyous occasion, a festival, a feast.0Wed has
reference rather to appointed times, stated observanc-
es, holy convocations, or solemn meetings. An exam-
ple of Wed would be the Day of Atonement, which was
not a feast or festival in any sense of the word, but a
holy convocation. (Leviticus 23:26-32)

Besides the Passover, Pentecost, the Feast of Taber-
nacles, and the Day of Atonement, there were three
others: the Feast of Trumpets, occurring on the first
day of the seventh month, the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, and the Feast of First Fruits. (Verses 24,6,9-14;
Exodus 12:17; Numbers 28:17) The two last-named
feasts were celebrated in connection with the ob-
servance of the Passover, but are plainly spoken of as
distinct from it. (Exodus 12:12, 15, 17; Numbers 28:16,
17; Leviticus 23:9-14) As they are mentioned separate-
ly, and as they have special significance, we are plac-
ing them among the seven feasts of the Lord.

The Passover was observed on the fourteenth day of
the first month, the Feast of Unleavened Bread began
on the fifteenth day of the same month, and the first
fruits were waved on the sixteenth day. (Leviticus
23:5,6,11) The first three feasts thus came in the first
month of the year. The last three feasts came in the
seventh month: The Feast of Trumpets on the first day,
the Day of Atonement on the tenth day, and the Feast
of Tabernacles on the fifteenth day. (Verses 24, 27, 39)
The Feast of Pentecost came between these two
groups of feasts, fifty days from the fmorrow after the
Sabbath,6 by which is meant the sixteenth day of Abib,
the first month. This would bring Pentecost in the first
or middle part of the third month of the Jewish year, our
May or June. (Verses 15, 16)

¢CKS tl aazdSNJ

The Passover was instituted as a memorial of Israel's
deliverance from Egyptian bondage. On the tenth day
of the first month a lamb was selected for each house-
hold faccording to the number of the souls,0 or if the
household was small, two or more households could
unite about one sacrifice. The lamb was kept until the
fourteenth day, when it was killed in the evening, and
the blood sprinkled on the door posts. (Exodus 12:1-7)
The same night the flesh was eaten, not boiled as usu-
al, but roasted. Only unleavened bread could be used,
fand with bitter herbs they shall eat it.0Verse 8. In later
years there were some modifications of this ritual, but
the essential points remained the same.
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KEY QUOTATION: "There are matters in the Testi-
monies that are written, not for the world at large, but
for the believing children of God, and it is not appropri-
ate to make instruction, warning, reproof, or counsel of
this character public to the world. The world& Re-
deemer, the Sent of God, the greatest teacher the chil-
dren of men ever knew, presented some matters of
instruction, not to the world, but to His disciples alone.
While He had communications designed for the multi-
tudes that thronged His steps, He also had some spe-
cial light and instruction to impart to His followers
which He did not impart to the great congregation, as it
would neither be understood nor appreciated by them.
He sent His disciples forth to preach, and when they
returned from their first missionary labour and had var-
ious experiences to relate concerning their success in
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, He said
unto them, filCome ye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest awhile.oln a place of seclusion Jesus
imparted to His followers such instruction, counsel,
cautions, and corrections as He saw were needed in
their manner of work; but the instruction He then gave
them was not to be thrown broadcast to the promiscu-
ous company, for His words were designed for His

disciples only. {GRC 21.3}
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In order for a man to become a successful minister,
something more than book knowledge is essential. —
3T 553



http://www.ballaratbiblestudygroup.org/
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SOMETHI NG OF I NTEREST
Where Did the Philistines Come From?
Horned altar from Tell es-Safi hints at the origins of the Philistines Biblical Archaeolo-
gy Society

This nearly 4-foot-tall, two-horned altar from the site of Tell es-Safi (Gath of the Philis-
tines) suggests the origins of the Philistines are to be sought in the Aegean
world. Phot o: Courtesy Ar-8af MA&bBt hTAechakbl

The excavations at Tell es-Safi/Gath, the site of Gath of the Philistines mentioned in
the Bible (e.g., 1 Samuel 6:17), have produced many fascinating finds,* and the sum-
mer of 2011 was no exception.

While uncovering an impressive destruction level dating to the second half of the ninth century B.C, when Gath
was the largest of the five cities of the Philistines and perhaps the largest city in the Land of Israel during the Iron
Age, excavators found an exceptionally well preserved horned altar reminiscent of the Israelite horned altars de-

scribed in the Bible (Exodus 2 7 =21; Kifhqgs 1:50).

Had it not been for a stroke of luck, the horned altar may never have been discovered. Like most archaeological
digs, the Tell es-Safi/Gath excavation leaves unexcavated fbalksdbetween the excavation squares, thereby allow-
ing easier access to the squares as well as providing a profile view of the excavated layers. In the winter of
2010/2011, however, strong rainstorms caused some of the balks to collapse.

When the team came back to the field in July 2011, one of their first priorities was to clean up and straighten the
collapsed balks. As they cleaned one of the balks in Area D (in the lower city), they came upon an unusually
shaped stone object just 10 inches below the surface. Work was immediately stopped as they probed further, and,
lo and behold, one of the horns of the altar appeared. Once they realized what they had discovered, the team be-
gan the slow, delicate process of excavating the entire horned altar.

The horned altar stands nearly 3.5 feet high and measures just over 1.5 feet on each side. These dimensions
more or less match the dimensions given in the Bible (Exodus 30:2) for the Israelite incense altar of the Tabernac-
le (though this altar shows no signs of having been used to burn incense). Moreover, the decorative features of
the altar, including its horns and the groove and raised band of the base, are similar to Israelite altars described in
the Bible (Exodus 27:2), as well as other Iron Age altars that have been found throughout the southern Levant.

But why does this altar have only two horns, when we know from the Bible and excavated examples that the altars
of both the Israelites and, later, the Philistines, typically had four horns?**

The fact that the Tell es-Safi/Gath horned altar has only two horns may have to do with the cultural origins of the
Philistines. As Louise Hitchcock, senior staff member of the Tell es-Safi/Gath excavations, has suggested, the
very motif of the horned altar in the Levant may have been influenced by earlier Minoan fhorns of consecration,0
symbolic representations of the horns of the sacred bull in Minoan culture. In fact, there is an altar from the Late
Bronze Age site of Myrtous P i g a dirhGymus that also has only two horns. The unique horned altar from Tell es
-Safi/Gath, the earliest stone altar ever found from the land of the Philistines, may be another indication of the Ae-
gean influences on early Philistine culture and quite possibly a hint to their origins.
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THESE ARE THE LAST FOUR CHAPTERS OF fAiTHE GREAT CONTROVERSYo THEY NEED TO BE
READ DILLIGENTLY, EARNESTLY, AND RETAINED IN YOUR MIND AND UNDERSTOOD,
BECAUSE OUR TIME IS SO SHORT.
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SOMETHI NG OF I NTEREST

Magni fi cent Menorah Mosai c F

Bible and archaeology news Megan Sauter
A unlque me n o mMmasdaic was recently uncovered on a synagogue floor at Horvat Kur in the Galilee. Dated to the Byz-
=% & antine period (fourth—seventh centuries), the mosaic depicts an elaborate sev-
en-branched me n o (lasnpstand) with oil lamps resting at the top of each arm
of the candelabra. The lamp at the top of the middle branch has its wick—and
accompanying flame—in the very middle of the lamp. Such lamps have not
been attested in the archaeological record, but the lamps on the other arms of
the me n o meaedmble known Byzantine types. These lamps face the centre
with their wicks and flames pointed toward the middle branch ofthe me nor a h
Written across the top of the me n o masdhaic are three names: fEl@zar, son of
Yudan, son of Susa [or Qoso].0 The directors of the Kinneret Regional Project,
who exposed this mosaic—Drs. Jurgen Zangenberg, Raimo Hakola, Byron R.
McCane and Stefan Miinger—think that these might be the names of prominent
members of the Jewish community at Horvat Kur during the Byzantine period,
The seven-branched me n o mashic dis-  or, they posit, perhaps El@zar and his ancestors helped fund the construction

covered in the Horvat Kur syna- of the Synagogue
gogue. Phh oto: Ja ahk kto Ha apha me'ho %'dlmée aé)opular symbol in synagogues during the Byzantine
\éV¥VW Re 3 ? g ﬁ 2 le n ‘F), ; g j g g { a ?)é\'l&d 5uf BB bi€ &nd 5rchaeo|ogy demonstrate that it held significance

for the Jewish people long before that.
Exodus 2 5 : -3 Tdescribes the golden seven-branched lampstand that was meant to illuminate the Tabernacle
You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The base and the shaft of the Iampstand shall be 2
made of hammered work; its cups, its calyxes, and its petals shall be of one piece with it;
and there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out
of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; three cups
shaped like almond blossoms, each with calyx and petals, on one branch, and three cups
shaped like almond blossoms, each with calyx and petals, on the other branch—so for the
six branches going out of the lampstand. On the lampstand itself there shall be four cups
shaped like almond blossoms, each with its calyxes and petals. There shall be a calyx of
one piece with it under the first pair of branches, a calyx of one piece with it under the next
pair of branches, and a calyx of one piece with it under the last pair of branches—so for the

Me n o mgraffito discov-
six branches that go out of the lampstand. Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one ered byrgAvigad in the
piece with it, the whole of it one hammered piece of pure gold. You shall make the seven Jewish Quarter of Jeru-

lamps for it; and the lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. Its ~ saem&OldCity. Phot o:

Yoram Lehmann/ | s

snuffers and trays shall be of pure gold. It, and all these utensils, shall be made from a tal- Museum Jerusal

ent of pure gold. And see that you make them according to the pattern for them, which is

being shown you on the mountain.

We know that the Second Jerusalem Temple had a me n o rsimitar to the one detailed
in this passage. It is depicted on the Arch of Titus in Rome, which shows the vessels
and articles of the Second Temple being carried off to Rome following the temple&
destruction in 70 A.D.

Another representation of the me n o rthatlstood in the Second Temple was discov-
ered by the late Nahman Avigad. While excavating the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem&
Old City, Avigad found a me n o rgraffito incised in the plaster of a house wall just 300

' T . yards from the Temple Mount. Measuring 8 inches tall, it dates to the first century B.C.
The Arch of Titus in Rome. P h o t 0Most scholars believe that it was inscribed by someone who had seen the me n o rina h

Robin Ngo.  the Second Temple.

The Festival Of Going
Do you remember when you were a child, and the summer came around? School would have a commencement cele-
bration, and everyone would go their separate ways. It was a time of going out. Ancient Israel had something like that
too. Every year Israel would gather in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Shavuot — known in Greek as Pentecost.
After celebrating, they would all go out to their fields and reap the great summer harvest. They wouldna gather again
until the fall. It was no accident that on this festival 2,000 years ago, God sent His Spirit. It was the Feast of Going Out.
The disciples then had to go out into all nations — into the harvest field of the Great Commission. Going out is holy. Do
you want a life that flows in the Spirit? Do you want to grow, fulfil the Great Commission and the calling on your life?
Then you have to celebrate the Feast of Going Out. Go out in the power of God& Spirit, into the joy of His harvest, be-
cause it® summertime. The harvest is great. The Spirit has come, and you need to go out.

Scriphaote: 20: 16

Today, go out i m® tShpd rpaweri nafo Gdde j oy of His F

reali ze these i . i s & oss owea
|l ' i ous stumbl e .
returningVto steh Lerd heandoarcf as
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from God.
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YOU CANT HAVE THE GOSPEL WITHOUT CREATION (Summited by Amir Tsarfati)

fivyou will never be able neither to explain God, nor to communicate the gospel, with omitting the creation. Let@ remember
one thing. Without teaching creation, youdl never be able to communicate or you will never be able to establish that God
exists and that Jesus indeed is needed even. We have to understand, and there are so many progressive churches, pro-
gressive pastors, the modern ideas of we dond have to believe in the seven days creation. \We don@ even have to believe
in the creation. We just have to tell people that they@e sinners and they must be saved, and that it.o

fWhat? | don& understand that. The basis for the claim that man is sinner is creation. It starts with Genesis 1-11 that
speaks of the fall of man, continues with how people are now conceived in sin, goes on to their need for a Saviour, and,
therefore, Jesus came to the world. Why would you come and tell someone that he needs a Saviour when, to begin with,
you dond tell him that man is fallen creature, goes back all the way to Genesis and explain what was the sin that started it
all?o

Let® face it. It all starts with either the word of God or the word of man. When God spoke, He says, iDond do this. Dond
touch that, so you shall live.0When men decided to do what he wants, he says, f will touch this. | will touch that for surely |
will not die,6and he brought upon himself, death. So God, in His word, gives you life. Man, in his word, gives you death,
and when man decided to take his route, death came to the world. Death is the direct consequence of what? Of sin. The
Bible says, fFor the wages of sin is death,0and now | understand, if there is sin and there is death, we need forgiveness of
sins and we need salvation and we need redemption, and we need a way back to God. While there are many books and
teachings in the world that address the issue of the beginning of life and life after death the Bible stands alone in speaking
with authority about both issues. We are told in Genesis 1:1; In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Be-
yond this opening statement the matter of first lifedis addressed, the laws of nature are established, the genetics and
physiology of humanity are identified as male and female and the other end of the spectrum is addressed as well, death
and eternity.

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And the Lord God commanded
the man, saying, fOf every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.0

Genesis 3:1-5

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman,
fHas God indeed said, &/ou shall not eat of every tree of the gardend ?Aad the woman said to the serpent, Ve may eat
the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, &/ou shall
not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.6 Bhen the serpent said to the woman, fiYou will not surely die. For God knows
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.0

In all of God& majestic creation, He gave man one prohibition and that was not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. Satan, in the form of a serpent, twisted God& word and told Eve and 1/2 truth that she would not die, she ate,
Adam ate, and neither died instantly, but both died spiritually and began the slow march to physical death as well. The inti-
mate fellowship with God they once enjoyed and God design was broken.

Isaiah 59:1-2

Behold, the Lord& hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities
have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

Isaiah, writing thousands of years after the fall of man in the garden, that the repercussions of the event there were still
making their way down through the annals of history. Sin was still separating man from God.

Over 700 years later it was also from this event in the garden that Paul would base the famous statements in Romans 3;
Romans 3:23

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Bible not only reminds us that there is life after death, but it reveals why there is death in the first place. Man sinned,
separated himself from God, the genetic perfection man enjoyed initially was mutated, and death was introduced into the
world. If that were the end of the story, it would be beyond tragic.

But immediately after Eve was deceived and Adam consciously sinned the Lord intervened with a message of great hope.
Genesis 3:15

And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise His heel.o

The Lord condemned the serpent and then gave hope to the now sinful couple by promising that through the seed of the
woman, one would come into the world and bruise the serpents head. That phrase could be understood as reversing the
eternal consequences of man fall, though the death of the body would still be in force for all men and eternal separation
from God for those who reject God& gracious offer of forgiveness through the blood of His only begotten Son.

There is an old adage that says; Born once, die twice, born twice, die once.

We all entered into the world through the same means. We were born of a woman, the offer of God to mankind that came
through the promise of Genesis 3:15 was that of a second birth.

Revelation 21:8

But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their
part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.o

In contrast to the funbelievingd the fbelievingd(believing in Christ as Saviour and Lord) will not face the second death but
have received the gift of eternal life!

God, in His omniscience, knew beforehand that man would sin and break fellowship with Him and would need to be recon-
ciled by One greater than themselves. This He did through Jesusddeath and resurrection that through Him we might be
saved — saved from what? The second death.

The Bible is constantly drawing our attention back to creation to establish God& omnipotence, omniscience, and authority
over His creation by the right of being the creator. This is why the devil has worked so hard to diminish and deny God as
the creator. But, he was rendered ineffective by the shed

P _ . blood of Christ and has no claim to the souls who have
I 2y UNROdza 2 Y a committed themselves to Jesus.
Pl ease feel free to submi tjlfGodemsay; itebthere bemightland théreowas lightothef u t u r
l eters to the Editor when He says we can be forgiven of all sin and live with
. lﬂim forever, then that means exactly that!

C/o Ballarat Bi bl e Study B i€ tHePLord of all creation and by all things were created
640 Buninyong Mt Mercer Rdfand, Heis coming soon to collect His church that where He
Durham Lead VI C 3352, A ulstwe may beaalso. Are you ready?
E - myersbad45@gmai l com Even so, come quickly Lord Jesus.
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John 15:5

il am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,
you can do nothing.

This timeless word picture is one-fihat ttkeomseriynctohé¢ df e st
cannot survive apart from the vine and fruit grows on the
us that apart from Jesus, we can do nothin¢@, slmkte iamdChgriogs
It was this type of imagery that Jesus used to communicat
alive and remain today.

SININIDAMUrE 1 dsad N3IdapriiegMd—uapp IH



