
Ballarat Bible   Study Group 

“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you”  

1 Pet.5:7 

Prayer Chain 
 Glory to our Heavenly Father for all our answered 

prayers and may He increase our numbers to His 
Power and Glory. 

 Sandy and his immediate family, Prayer for God’s 
loving arms around them to keep them strong.  

 Restitution Ministries 
 Peter Hewitt in Kenya, very ill please pray for him 

may God’s healing hands be upon him. 
 Bro Ray in the Philippines, Bro Tomasi in Fiji and 

Bro Peter Ah-koy – God’s Blessings 
 Leif’s daughter (Ballarat) and sister (Norway) - God’s 

healing loving arms around them 
 Joanne’s Dad & Mum — God’s healing and loving 

arms around them 
 Our children 
 Stefan—his work in China, Russia & Sth Pacific—

God’s hand over him 
 Nelma (Michael’s Mother) - God’s Loving Arm around 

her 
 Sarah from Germany, may God’s hand be over her 

work for the youth 
 Solomon Island—Brothers receiving bible studies, 

God’s guidance and leading 
 Pray for all Christian people being persecuted in 

other lands – for God’s arms around them to keep 
them strong, and their Faith will prevail. 

 Andrea and Connie’s Prison Ministry, May God’s 
hand be over them and that their work be fruitful 

 Sister Beatrice and Irene in Kenya, God’s Loving 
arms around them 

 Rebecca and Caro and her Son, God’s healing hand 
upon them 

 Glen and Vinnie from USA, God’s Leading in their 
Ministry 

 Melinda From USA Praise God for the Truth He has 
shown her 

 Ryan and friends in Sydney That God will impress 
them with His truth 

 Pray for Josie, Pio, Vao and Anna, and the neigh-
bours either side of their home and also Pr. Tavita, 
Tui his wife and their whole family, who are the only 
ones on the island who keep the 7th day Sabbath 
and believe in the truth about God  

 Brother Ray in Thailand—asking for prayer for 
Brother Jim that God’s healing arms will be around 
him, and that God may open a way for His truth to 
be made known 

 Cheryl and Adam, may the Lord have His loving 
arms around them and keep them safe, and His will 
be done 

 Marie & Isaak and all in Melbourne for God's loving 
healing arms around them, and may His Will be 
done.  

 
 

If anyone else is in need of prayer that we have not 
heard of as yet, we extend our thoughts to you— please 

email your requests to                                            
myersba45@gmail.com  

 

There is a Sanctuary in Heaven,      the true Taber-

nacle which the Lord set up and not man. In it Christ ministers on our 
behalf, making available to believers the benefits of His Atoning Sac-
rifice offered once for all on the cross. He was inaugurated as our 
great High Priest and began His intercessory ministry at the time of 
His ascension. In 1844, at the end of the prophetic period of 2300 
days, He entered the second and last phase of His Atoning ministry. 
It is a work of investigative judgment which is part of the ultimate dis-
position of all sin, typified by the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew 
sanctuary on the Day of Atonement. In that typical service the sanc-
tuary was cleansed with the blood of animal sacrifices, but the Heav-
enly things are purified with the perfect sacrifice of the blood of Je-
sus. The investigative judgment reveals to Heavenly intelligences 
who among the dead are asleep in Christ and therefore, in Him, are 
deemed worthy to have part in the first resurrection. It also makes 
manifest who among the living are abiding in Christ, keeping the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and in Him, therefore, 
are ready for translation into His everlasting kingdom. This judgment 
vindicates the justice of God in saving those who believe in Jesus. It 
declares that those who have remained loyal to God shall receive the 
kingdom. The completion of this ministry of Christ will mark the close 
of human probation before the Second Advent. (Heb. 8:1-5; 4:14-
16; 9:11-28; 10:19-22; 1:3; 2:16, 17; Dan. 7:9-27; 8:13, 14; 9:24-27; 
Num. 14:34; Eze. 4:6; Lev. 16; Rev. 14:6, 7; 20:12; 14:12; 22:12.)  
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Wilted kale and cherry tomato fettuccine 
Serves 4  -   Prep 10 mins  -   Cook 10 mins 

This is a very simple pasta dish to make, with impressive restaurant style 
results. Can be served to your family for a midweek meal or it will impress 

2 tbs oil (your choice) 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 4 shallots, Sliced                            
2 x 250g punnet cherry tomatoes, halved 
1/2 tsp chilli flakes 
4 cups chopped kale 
1/2 tsp salt (your choice)  
375g fresh fettuccine 
Method 
1.     Heat oil in a wok and saute gar-

lic, shallots, cherry tomatoes and chilli flakes for 2 mins. 
2.     Stir through kale and salt and sauté till just wilted. 
3.     Fold through cooked fresh fettuccine prepared as per the 

packet. 
4.     Top with lime and parmesan if desired. 
Tips 
Precut kale can be purchased from supermarket for convenience. 
Dried pasta can be used to make this recipe, but it will increase 
the time it takes to put the meal on the table. 

https://www.sanitarium.com.au/recipes/a-z/wilted-kale-and-cherry-tomato-fettuccine#method


sin offering before the Day of Atonement. They 
were repentant, but they had been delayed in com-
ing to the sanctuary. Others were sick and could not 
come, or were on a journey in far lands. None of 
these had brought their sin or trespass offerings. 
Were they to be left out? Their sins were recorded 
by and in the daily morning and evening sacrifice, 
but no confession had been recorded in the sanctu-
ary, because they had brought no sacrifice. What is 
to be done? The high priest on the Day of Atone-
ment put some of the blood on the horns of the al-
tar, and thus recorded confession and forgiveness 
for them. He did the work which they would have 
done had there been time or had they been able; 
and because of their repentance they were included 
in the atonement. Of such are the thief on the cross 
and others                                            Cont’d next edition 

The Sanctuary ServiceðM L Andreasen 
Cont’d from previous edition 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ !ǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ aŀƴτ/ƻƴǘΩŘ   
This earthly tabernacle service was typical of the 
work carried on in the sanctuary above, where a 
complete record is kept of sins committed and of 
sins confessed. When the Day of Atonement came 
in Israel, all were supposed to have confessed 
their sins and had that confession recorded in 
blood in the sanctuary. To complete the work it 
was now necessary to have the record removed, 
to have the sins blotted out, to cleanse the sanc-
tuary of its blood defilement. Before this specific 
cleansing was done, the high priest went into the 
most holy with the blood of the bullock and made 
atonement for himself and for his house. This 
having been done, the work of cleansing began. 
The most holy was cleansed with the blood of the 
goat, and then the holy. Thus the record of sin 
was blotted out. After that the altar was cleansed. 
άHe shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his 
finger seven times, and cleanse it, and hallow it 
from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.έ 
Leviticus 16:19. Thus he makes an end of reconcil-
ing the holy place, and the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, and the altar. Verse 20. All is now 
cleansed, reconciled, and atoned for. Thus far in 
the record nothing has been said of the people's 
cleansing. They had already confessed their sins. 
They were forgiven. Only the record of their sins 
remained, and on this day that was blotted out. 
The blotting out of the record was the last act in 
the cleansing of the people. They began the new 
year with a clean slate. We would call attention to 
one more thing, namely, the putting of the bull-
ock's blood on the horns of the altar. (Verse 18) 
That the goat's blood was put on the altar needs 
no further explanation, for that was to cleanse it. 
But why the blood of the bullock? The high priest 
represented the whole people. He transacted for 
them with God. As Christ's representative he typi-
cally effected atonement, so that when his work 
was done on the Day of Atonement all sin had 
been dealt with, and all confessed sin blotted out. 
When lie therefore confessed these sins, lie did so 
on behalf of' Israel and received atonement. 
Hence, the high priest was said to make atone-
ment for them, to cleanse them, that they might 
be clean from all their sins. (Verse 30.) There were 
doubtless those in Israel who delayed their con-
fession until it was too late to bring an individual 

Download Free PDF Books from our website  

www.ballaratbiblestudygroup.org    

These books and more are available on the 

BBSG website  

Prayer interrupts the devil's schemes.  

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ 
Please feel free to submit items for inclusion in future news-
letters to the Editor 
 
C/o Ballarat  Bible Study Group 
640 Buninyong Mt Mercer Rd 
Durham Lead  VIC  3352, Australia 
E: myersba45@gmail.com   

http://www.ballaratbiblestudygroup.org/


EW - Early Writings (1882) 

Cont’d from previous edition 

Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 1 
Paul Visits Jerusalem 
I was shown the work of Sa-
tan in first blinding the eyes 
of the Jews so that they 
would not receive Jesus as 

their Saviour; and next in leading 
them, through envy because of His 
mighty works, to desire His life. Satan 
entered one of Christ's own followers 
and led him on to betray Him into the 
hands of His enemies, that they might 
crucify the Lord of life and glory.   
After Jesus arose from the dead, the 
Jews added sin to sin as they sought 
to hide the fact of His resurrection by 
hiring the Roman guard to testify to a 
falsehood. But the resurrection of 
Jesus was made doubly sure by the 
resurrection of a multitude of wit-
nesses at the same time. After His 
resurrection, Jesus appeared to His 
disciples, and to above five hundred 
at once, while those whom He 
brought up with Him appeared unto 
many, declaring that Jesus had risen.   
Satan had caused the Jews to rebel 
against God by refusing to receive His 
Son, and by staining their hands with 
His most precious blood. No matter 
how powerful the evidence now pro-
duced that Jesus was the Son of God, 
the Redeemer of the world, they had 
murdered Him, and would not re-
ceive any evidence in His favour. 
Their only hope and consolation, like 
that of Satan after his fall, was in try-
ing to prevail against the Son of God. 
They therefore continued their rebel-
lion by persecuting the disciples of 
Christ, and putting them to death. 
Nothing fell so harshly on their ears 
as the name of Jesus whom they had 
crucified; and they were determined 
not to listen to any evidence in His 
favour. As when the Holy Spirit 
through Stephen declared the mighty 
evidence of Jesus' being the Son of 
God, they stopped their ears lest they 
should be convinced. Satan had the 
murderers of Jesus fast in his grasp. 
By wicked works they had yielded 

Why the Book of Jonah Is 
Read on Yom Kippur 

The Book of Jonah is read in the 
synagogue on the afternoon of 
Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the 
Jewish calendar, the sacred Day 
of Atonement. Why, of all books 
in the Bible, this book this most 
holy day? 

The answer is clear. The major 
themes of the book are singularly 
appropriate to the occasion—sin 
and divine judgment, repentance 
and divine forgiveness. 

What is remarkable is that the 
work is not at all about Israel. The 
sinners and penitents and the 
sympathetic characters are all 
pagans, while the anti-hero, the 
one who misunderstands the true 
nature of the one God, is none 
other than the Hebrew prophet. 
He is the one whom God must 
teach a lesson in compassion. 

That a selection from the proph-
ets is read at all in the afternoon 
of Yom Kippur raises more tech-
nical issues. The Sabbath morn-
ing services include a reading 
from the Torah (the Pentateuch), 
followed by a selection from the 
prophets. In the service on Sab-
bath afternoon, only a selection 
from the Torah is read. According 
to rabbinic sources, however, a 

reading from the prophets once followed the Torah reading each Sab-
bath afternoon, just as it still does each Sabbath morning. No trace of 
this practice of reading from the prophets at the afternoon service has 
remained, however, except perhaps on the two great Jewish fast days: 
Tisha bôAv, commemorating the destruction of the first and Second 
Temples and a host of national Jewish tragedies since, and Yom Kip-
pur. On Yom Kippur it has been the universal Jewish custom, ever 
since the days of the Mishnah (about 200 A.D.), to read the Book of 
Jonah after the Torah lectionary, as part of the afternoon service. 

themselves his willing subjects, 
and through them he was at 

work to trouble and annoy the believ-
ers in Christ. He worked through the 
Jews to stir up the Gentiles against 
Jesus and against those who followed 
Him. But God sent His angels to 
strengthen the disciples for their 
work, that they might testify of the 
things they had seen and heard, and 
at last by their steadfastness, seal 
their testimony with their blood.  
Satan rejoiced that the Jews were 
safe in his snare. They still continued 
their useless forms, their sacrifices, 
and ordinances. As Jesus hung upon 
the cross and cried, "It is finished," 
the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from top to bottom, to signify 
that God would no longer meet with 
the priests in the temple, to accept 
their sacrifices and ordinances, and 
also to show that the partition wall 
between the Jews and the Gentiles 
was broken down. Jesus had made an 
offering of Himself for both, and if 
saved at all, both must believe in Him 
as the only offering for sin, the Sav-
iour of the world.   
When the soldier pierced the side of 
Jesus as He hung upon the cross, 
there came out two distinct streams, 
one of blood, the other of water. The 
blood was to wash away the sins of 
those who should believe in His 
name, and the water was to repre-
sent that living water which is ob-
tained from Jesus to give life to the 
believer. 

Cont’d next edition 

Ellen G White Writings  

Positive Effects of Blueberries on Mood in    
Children and Young Adults 

by Dr. Michael Murray 
What if in the treatment of depression, food prescrip-
tions replaced antidepressant drugs? There are so 
many nutritional approaches and natural products with proven clinical benefit 
in boosting positive mood that it is only a matter of time. A new study with 
blueberries is quite interesting as it looked at the impact of blueberry con-
sumption on higher brain function and mood in children and young adults.  

https://greenmedinfo.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f494613c5ad4db1b93e647ad&id=6fc2bd7350&e=c2e4e00030
https://greenmedinfo.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f494613c5ad4db1b93e647ad&id=6fc2bd7350&e=c2e4e00030


Word Search  E R K I N S M A N H 

E A N O R Z E H T R 

S C O A H A D U J A 

S H H E O A R S A M 

E E S H R M E A R P 

J L H W P B I L A H 

B B A D A N I M M A 

O L N E H B A O M R 

A M H B E S O N S E 

Z L T O D I V A D Z 

See if you can find the following words in 
the grid below—the remaining letters 

form a hidden word—όфύ 

RUTH 

BOAZ 

PHAREZ 

HEZRON 

RAM 

AMMINADAB 

NAHSHON 

SALMON 

OBED 

JESSE 

DAVID 

LEAH 

RACHEL 

NAOMI 

MARA 

MOAB 

ORPAH 

KINSMAN 

JUDAH 

SONS 

LAW 

Free Book Offer  
The Real Historical Facts Behind: - 

Christmas, Easter & Halloween  
 

Email:  pilgrimpeter1@hotmail.com  
Mob:   лпнм уул  стм   
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SOMETHING OF INTEREST 

The ñHigh Placeò at Tel Gezer          William G. Dever on R.A.S. Macalisterôs Gezer ñHigh Placeò  Robin Ngo   Å   

Tel Gezerôs first excavator, R.A.S. Macalister, believed these ten 

monumental standing stones were part of a Middle Bronze Age 

Canaanite ñhigh placeò dedicated to child sacrifice. This photo was 

taken during the re-excavation of Gezer in the 1960s and 

ô70s. Photo: Dennis Cole. 
Located at the border of the Judean foothills and the Shephelah 
and strategically positioned near the crossroads of the Via Maris 
(the international coastal highway) as well as the road leading 
to Jerusalem, Gezer was a major Canaanite centre in the Middle 
Bronze Age (first half of the second millennium B.C.). Archaeolo-
gists working at the 33-acre mound of Tel Gezer identified 26 stra-

ta spanning the Late Chalcolithic to the Roman periods. In the Bible, Gezer was sacked by an Egyptian pharaoh 
and given to King Solomon as a dowry for the pharaohôs daughter (1 Kings 9:16). 

Robert Alexander Stewart Macalister first excavated Tel Gezer from 1902–1909 in one of the earliest large-scale 
scientific archaeological projects. During this period, Macalister identified what he believed to be a Middle Bronze 
Age Canaanite ñhigh placeò dedicated to child sacrifice. Due to Macalisterôs primitive excavation techniques and in-
sufficient record-keeping, G. Ernest Wright, William G. Dever and Joe D. Seger conducted another excavation at Tel 
Gezer in 1964–1974. Macalisterôs ñhigh placeò was located and re-excavated in 1968. 

Macalisterôs ñhigh placeò comprised 10 monumental standing 
stones—some over 10 feet tall—oriented in north-south alignment 
and positioned next to a massive rectangular limestone basin. Below 
the plastered surfaces that surround the standing stones, Macalister 
discovered several jar burials containing the bones of infants who, in 
his estimation, were less than a week old when they died. Some of 
the bodies, he reported, had been burned. For Macalister, this site 
had to have been a bamah (an open-air altar shrine sometimes lo-
cated at an elevated height), which some Biblical authors associated 
with child sacrifice (e.g., Jeremiah 32:35; 2 Chronicles 28:1–4; 
Ezekiel 20:26–29). According to Dever, however, Macalisterôs identi-
fication—which continues to generate controversy today. 

mailto:pilgrimpeter1@hotmail.com


 

 

 
/ƘŀǇΦ п - ¢ƘŜ ²ǊƛǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴŘƛƴƎ hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǎǝƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

[¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜŀƅŜǘ ƛƴ мфмоΦϐ 

! wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪ  {ŀƴŀǘƻǊƛǳƳΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ   Wǳƭȅ уΣ мфлс 
Dear Brother: 
There are some who think they are able to measure the character and to estimate the importance of the work the Lord 
has given me to do. Their own mind and judgment is the standard by which they would weigh the testimonies. 
My Instructor said to me, Tell these men that God has not committed to them the work of measuring, classifying, and 
defining the character of the testimonies. Those who attempt this are sure to err in their conclusions. The Lord would 
have men adhere to their appointed work. If they will keep the way of the Lord, they will be able to discern clearly that 
the work which He has appointed me to do is not a work of human devising.  Those who carefully read the testimonies 
as they have appeared from the early days, need not be perplexed as to their origin. The many books, written by the 
help of the Spirit of God, bear a living witness to the character of the testimonies.  In the early days of our experience 
in the message, the Spirit of God often came upon a few of us as we were assembled, and I was taken away in vision. 
The Lord gave such light and evidence, such comfort and hope and joy, that His praises were upon our lips.  Assisted 
by Literary Helpers  While my husband lived, he acted as a helper and counsellor in the sending out of the messages 
that were given to me. We travelled extensively. Sometimes light would be given to me in the night season, some-
times in the daytime before large congregations. The instruction I received in vision was faithfully written out by me, as 
I had time and strength for the work. Afterward we examined the matter together,  my husband correcting grammatical 
errors and eliminating needless repetition. Then it was carefully copied for the persons addressed, or for the print-
er.  As the work grew, others assisted me in the preparation of matter for publication.  After my husbandôs death, faith-
ful helpers joined me, who laboured untiringly in the work of copying the testimonies and preparing articles for publica-
tion.  But the reports that are circulated, that any of my helpers are permitted to add matter or change the meaning of 
the messages I write out, are not true.  While we were in Australia the Lord instructed me that W. C. White should be 
relieved from the many burdens his brethren would lay upon him, that he might be more free to assist me in the work 
the Lord has laid upon me. The promise had been given, ñI will put My Spirit upon him, and give him wisdom.ò  Since 
my return to America I have several times received instruction that the Lord has given me W. C. White to be my help-
er, and that in this work the Lord will give him of His Spirit. 
Proper Time and Manner of Presentation 
It requires much wisdom and sound judgment, quickened by the Spirit of God, to know the proper time and manner to 
present the instruction that has been given. When the minds of persons reproved are under a strong deception, they 
naturally resist the testimony; and having taken an attitude of resistance, it is difficult for them afterward to 
acknowledge that they have been wrong. 
In the early days of this cause, if some of the leading brethren were present when messages from the Lord were giv-
en, we would consult with them as to the best manner of bringing the instruction before the people. Sometimes it was 
decided that certain portions would better not be read before a congregation. Sometimes those whose course was 
reproved would request that the matters pointing out their wrongs and dangers should be read before others, that 
they, too, might be benefited.  Often after testimonies of reproof were read, hearty confessions were made. Then we 
would unite in a season of prayer, and the Lord would manifest His pardoning grace to those who had confessed their 
sins. The acceptance of the testimonies brought the rich blessing of God into our assemblies.  Faithfully I endeavour 
to write out that which is given me from time to time by the divine Counsellor. Some portions of that which I write are 
sent out immediately to meet the present necessities of the work. Other portions are held until the development of cir-
cumstances makes it evident to me that the time has come for their use. Sometimes in ministers and physicians bear-
ing responsibilities there has developed a disposition to discard the testimonies, and I have been instructed not to 
place testimonies in their hands; for having yielded to the spirit that tempted and overcame Adam and Eve, they have 
opened mind and heart to the control of the enemy. Being on a false track, and labouring under deceptive imaginings, 
they will read into the testimonies things that are not there, but which are in agreement with the false statements that 
they have listened to. By reading the testimonies in the light of their own kindling, they are deceived, and will deceive 
others.  Sometimes, after very clear-cut, decided reproofs have been written out, they are held for a time until by per-
sonal correspondence I have endeavored to change the spirit of those to whom they are addressed. If these efforts 
are unsuccessful, the messages, with all their strength of rebuke or reproof, are sent to them, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will deny the truthfulness of the message.  If those whose errors are pointed out make confession of 
their wrongdoing, the spell of the enemy may be broken. If they will repent and forsake their sins, God is faithful and 
just to forgive their sins, and to cleanse them from all unrighteousness. Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer, will re-
move the filthy garments from them, give them change of raiment, and set a fair miter upon their head. But so long as 
they refuse to turn from iniquity they cannot develop a character that will stand in the great day of judgment.  Often 
concealed wrongs in the life of individuals are opened before me, and I am bidden to bear a message of reproof and 
warning. 
I have been told that many who give heed to the false science of the enemy would denounce my work as that of a 
false prophet, and would place upon the testimony such interpretations as tend to change the truth of God into a lie. 
Satan is on the alert; and some who in the past have been used by the Lord in doing His work, but who have permit-
ted themselves to be deceived, will be stirred up to make an improper use of the messages given. Because they do 
not wish to listen to the words of reproof, because they will not hear counsel, and improve their course of action, and 
do their appointed work, they will misconstrue the messages to the church, and confuse many minds. Nevertheless, I 
am to bear the message that is given me to bear, so long as the Lord shall choose. He has not given me the work of 
settling all the misunderstandings that are cherished in hearts of unbelief. Just as long as a door is open to receive the 
tempterôs suggestions, difficulties will multiply. The hearts of those who will not come to the light are open to unbelief. 
If my time and strength are consumed upon such matters, this serves Satanôs purposes. The Lord has said to me: 
ñBear the testimonies. Your work is not to settle difficulties; your work is to reprove, and to present the righteousness 
of Christ.ò                                                                                                                                                     (To Be Cont'd) 



 

 

 

SOMETHING OF INTEREST 

The Hidden Hebrew Message on PilateΩs Cross 
Posted by  DR. ELI LIZORKIN-EYZENBERG 

There they crucified him… 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, άWŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ 
ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƻǳŘŀƛƻƛ όǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέύΦ” 20 Many of the Ioudaioi read this inscription, 
for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Ioudaioi said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Ioudaioi,’ but rather, 
‘This man said, I am King of the Ioudaioi.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” όWƻƘƴ мфΥмсō
-ннύ 
 
tƛƭŀǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǜǳƭƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ WǳŘŜŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜȄŜŎǳǝƻƴ όWƻƘƴ мфΥмнύΦ 
!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƘƛǩƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƘǳǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΦ Pilate understood that 
the Temple leaders had falsely used the άSon of God” argument against Jesus, so he turned their manipulation 
back on them when he recorded his criminal charge against Jesus. 

CǊŀ !ƴƎŜƭƛŎƻΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎŀƴ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƛƴCƛŜǎƻƭŜ όмпопύ 

The text of the inscription about JesusΩ άcrimeέ was placed on a sign that was to be 
nailed above his head. A painting by Fra Angelico (1434) suggests an interesting 
speculation about this inscription. Fra Angelico had a lifelong fascination with the 
written word. The accuracy of his Greek, Latin, and Hebrew inscriptions reveal his 
participation in the linguistic studies that flourished in Florence and Rome in the 
first half of the fifteenth century. In this crucifixion painting, he reconstructed what 
might have been the original Hebrew written on that sign. 

The inscription in the painting reads in Hebrew, Φ      This 

translates as, άJesus the Nazarite ŀƴŘ the King of the Jews.έ Fra Angelico added 
άandέ because grammatically it was very possibly (if not probably) the way the orig-
inal text appeared. 
So, how did Pilate return the favour to the Temple rulers who forced him into con-
demning Jesus to die? He did so by writing the statement of JesusΩ guilt in Hebrew 

in such a way that it actually portrayed Jesus as YHWH ( ( Himself! 

But how? 
Here is the sentence άJesus of Nazareth and the King of the Jewsέ in Hebrew.  Re-
member, Hebrew is read from right to left.  IΩve highlighted the first letter of 
each word. 

((     

 
The acrostic formed by taking the first letter of 
each word of the sentence άWŜǎǳǎ 

ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ and όά όέǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎέ ƛǎ 

ά έ ό¸I²Iύ ς ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

DƻŘΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ un-
happy with how Pilate versed his charge. This in-
terpretive option is further confirmed by Pontius 
Pilate making a reference to the well-known and 
nationwide Judean practice of the hand-washing 
(natilat yadaim). He publicly washed his hands of 
being profaned by the coming execution of the 

CǊŀ !ƴƎŜƭƛŎƻΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ  
5ƻƳƛƴƛŎŀƴ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ  

https://israelbiblecenter.com/our_team/eliyahu-lizorkin-eyzenberg/


 

 

 

SOMETHING OF INTEREST               Greek Revolt  
Main articles: Greek War of Independence and Russo-Turkish War (1828ï1829) 

The Battle of Vassilika in 1821 marked an early turning point in the war. 
The Eastern Question once again became a major European issue when 
the Greeks declared independence from the Sultan in 1821. It was at about 
this time that the phrase "Eastern Question" was coined. Ever since the defeat 
of Napoleon in 1815, there had been rumours that the Emperor of Russia 
sought to invade the Ottoman Empire, and the Greek Revolt seemed to make 
an invasion even more likely. The British foreign minister, Robert Stewart, 
Viscount Castlereagh, as well as the Austrian foreign minister, Metternich, 
counselled the Emperor of Russia, Alexander I, not to enter the war. Instead, 
they pleaded that he maintain theConcert of Europe (the spirit of broad col-
laboration in Europe which had persisted since Napoleon's defeat). A desire 
for peaceful co-operation was also held by Alexander I, who had founded the 
Holy Alliance. Rather than immediately putting the Eastern Question to rest 
by aiding the Greeks and attacking the Ottomans, Alexander wavered, ulti-
mately failing to take any decisive action. 
Alexander's death in 1825 brought Nicholas I to the Imperial Throne of Rus-
sia. Deciding that he would no longer tolerate negotiations and conferences, 
he chose to intervene in Greece. Britain also soon became involved, interest-
ed in imposing its will on a newly formed Greek state in part to prevent it 
becoming a wholly Russian vassal. The spirit of Romanticism that then domi-
nated Western European cultural life also made support for Greek independ-
ence politically viable. France too aligned itself with the Greeks, 

but Austria (still worried about Russian expansion) did not. Outraged by the interference of the Great Powers, the 
Ottoman Sultan, Mahmud II, denounced Russia as an enemy of Islam, prompting Russia to declare war in 1828. An 
alarmed Austria sought to form an anti-Russian coalition, but its attempts were in vain. 
As the war continued into 1829, Russia gained a firm advantage over the Ottoman Empire. By prolonging hostilities 
further, however, Russia would have invited Austria to enter the war against her and would have resulted in consider-
able suspicion in Britain. Therefore, for the Russians to continue with the war in hopes of destroying the Ottoman 
Empire would have been inexpedient. At this stage, the King of France, Charles X, proposed the partition of the Otto-
man Empire among Austria, Russia and others, but his scheme was presented too belatedly to produce a result. 
Thus, Russia was able to secure neither a decisive defeat nor a partition of the Ottoman Empire. She chose, however, 
to adopt the policy of degrading the Ottoman Empire to a mere dependency. In 1829, the Emperor of Russia conclud-
ed the Treaty of Adrianople with the Sultan; his empire was granted additional territory along the Black Sea, Russian 
commercial vessels were granted access to the Dardanelles, and the commercial rights of Russians in the Ottoman 
Empire were enhanced. The Greek War of Independence was terminated shortly thereafter, as Greece was granted 
independence by the Treaty of Constantinople in 1832.  

Contôd Next Edition 

And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them.... And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? Luke 24:15-32. 
We should speak of Christ to those who know Him not. We should do as Christ did. Wherever He was, in the syna-
gogue, by the wayside, in the boat thrust out a little from the land, at the Phariseeôs feast or the table of the publican, 
He spoke to men of the things pertaining to the higher life. The things of nature, the events of daily life, were bound 
up by Him with the words of truth. The hearts of His hearers were drawn to Him; for He had healed their sick, had 
comforted their sorrowing ones, and had taken their children in His arms and blessed them. When He opened His lips 
to speak, their attention was riveted upon Him, and every word was to some soul a savor of life unto life. 
So it should be with us. Wherever we are, we should watch for the opportunities of speaking to others of the Saviour. 
If we follow Christôs example in doing good, hearts will open to us as they did to Him. Not abruptly, but with tact born 
of divine love, we can tell them of Him who is the ñchiefest among ten thousandò and the One ñaltogether love-
lyò (Song of Solomon 5:10, 16). This is the very highest work in which we can employ the talent of speech.—Christôs 
Object Lessons, 338, 339. 
The example of Christ in linking Himself with the interests of humanity should be followed by all who preach His 
Word, and by all who have received the gospel of His grace. We are not to renounce social communion. We should 
not seclude ourselves from others. In order to reach all classes, we must meet them where they are. They will seldom 
seek us of their own accord. Not alone from the pulpit are the hearts of men touched by divine truth. There is another 
field of labor, humbler, it may be, but fully as promising. It is found in the home of the lowly, and in the mansion of the 
great; at the hospitable board, and in the gatherings of innocent social enjoyment.... 
Wherever we go, we are to carry Jesus with us, and to reveal to others the preciousness of our Saviour.... Through 
the social relations, Christianity comes in contact with the world. Everyone who has received the divine illumination is 
to brighten the pathway of those who know not the Light of life.... Christ is pleased with His followers when they show 
that, though human, they are partakers of the divine nature.... The light that shines upon them they reflect upon oth-
ers in works that are luminous with the love of Christ.—The Desire of Ages, 152, 153. 



Hidden Word — BETHLEHEM            Descramble — ELIMELECH  

SELECTED MESSAGES VOL. 1    
Searching the Testimonies for an Excuse 
Some who are not willing to receive the light, but who prefer to walk in ways of their own choosing, 
will search the testimonies to find something in them to encourage the spirit of unbelief and disobe-
dience. Thus a spirit of disunion will be brought in; for the spirit which leads them to criticize the 
testimonies will also lead them to watch their brethren to find in them something to condemn.—
Manuscript 73, 1908. 
The Last Deception of Satan 
Satan is ... constantly pressing in the spurious—to lead away from the truth. The very last decep-
tion of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God. ñWhere there is no 
vision, the people perishò (Proverbs 29:18). Satan will 
work ingeniously, in different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of 
Godôs remnant people in the true testimony.—Letter 12, 1890. 
There will be a hatred kindled against the testimonies which is satanic. The workings of Satan will 
be to unsettle the faith of the churches in them, for this reason: Satan cannot have so clear a track 
to bring in his deceptions and bind up souls in his delusions if the warnings and reproofs and coun-
sels of the Spirit of God are heeded.—Letter 40, 1890.                                                    (To Be Cont'd) 

SOMETHING OF INTEREST 
Egyptian Papyrus Reveals Israelite Psalms   Jewish community on Elephantine, Egypt    Ma-
rek Dospěl   Å   
Papyrus Amherst 63, as it came to be known, has attracted scholarly curiosity since its dis-
covery in Egypt more than a century ago. When it was recently finally deciphered and trans-
lated, it revealed Israelite Psalms. Photo: Courtesy 
of Oriental Institute MuseumArchives, Box 009. 
  

Critical studies of the Bible have demonstrated that most Biblical texts have gone through a chain of stages before 
they reached their canonical form we know today. Uncovering and documenting the process by which the texts 
came to be, however, depends on discovering the material evidence—the manuscripts. 
Since its publication in the 1980s, there has been general agreement that the Egyptian Papyrus Amherst 63 contains 
a composition strikingly similar to the Biblical Psalm 20 and that it might have originated with the Jewish community 
on Elephantine. But these are not the only fascinating facts about the Egyptian papyrus, which was reportedly dis-
covered in the late 19th century at Luxor, Egypt. 

Containing about 35 literary texts in Aramaic that date to the seventh and sixth 
centuries B.C., Papyrus Amherst 63 is written in a cursive Egyptian script known 
as Demotic. This unusual combination of the Aramaic language and the Demotic 
script was among the main reasons why the decipherment took more than 120 
years. 
  
Karel van der Toorn (University of Amsterdam), who recently published a new 
edition and translation of Papyrus Amherst 63, argues that besides the forerun-
ner of Psalm 20, the Egyptian papyrus contains two other Israelite psalms. Pro-
fessor van der Toorn explains: ñThe two other psalms of the Amherst papyrus 

are not in the Bible. That does not make them any less valuable from a historical and literary point of view. These 
were songs the Israelites chanted before their religion turned monotheistic.ò And he adds: ñThe three psalms clearly 
belong together: They were evidently composed originally in Hebrew; they celebrate Yaho (an alternate form of the 
name Yahweh) as king of the gods; and they are part of the liturgy of the New Yearôs festival as celebrated by an 
Aramaic-speaking community.ò 

  
The island of Elephantine at the southern Egyptian border was once home to an Aramaic-speaking Jewish 
community. Photo: YuliaLim, licensed under CC BY-SA-4.0. 
As if this were not enough, the story of Papyrus Amherst 63 and the Jewish community on Elephantine gets even 

more intriguing. Van der Toorn contends that even though the Egyptian papyrus was 
penned in the fourth century B.C. and was found in Egypt, its contents are several centu-
ries older and must have originated not in the land of pharaohs, but in Palmyra in mod-
ern-day Syria. 

  
This papyrus document, dated to December 402 B.C., is a receipt for a grain loan. Anani-
ah, who was a Jewish temple official on Elephantine, certifies that he borrowed two month-
ly rations of grain from Pakhnum son of Besa. Composed in Aramaic and written with ink 
on a papyrus sheet, the manuscript belongs to a group of documents that allow a unique 
glimpse into the lives of the Jewish community on Elephantine that in the fifth century B.C. 
shared the island with native Egyptians and the occupying power—Persians. Photo: Cour-
tesy of Brooklyn Museum, Bequest of Theodora Wilbour. 
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