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“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you”  

1 Pet.5:7 

Isaiah 29:13 “The Lord says: “These people come near to me 

with their mouth and honour me with their lips, but their 

hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on mere-

ly human rules they have been taught.” 
This is what mankind has always wanted – to be as the hea-

then nations and to worship a golden calf. Mankind wants a 

law to comply with, a set of rules to adhere to and a formal 

church system of worship and rituals. With all these things mankind wants to show 

how religious they are. The Pharisees and the scribes, who were the leaders of the 

church when Jesus was on earth, were all like this. 

One could not fault their religion, but their hearts were not with the Lord. For centu-

ries the people looked forward to the coming of the Redeemer of Israel, but when He 
arrived, almost no one noticed Him. Why? Because they were religious perfect and 

more than pleased with themselves, but their hearts were not right with the Lord. 

We still see many people on this forum of ‘God’s Full Armour’ acting in exactly the 

same way. "Give me a law and a church and a place of worship and I will show you 

how good a Christian I can be." But they have no intention to truly hand over the 

‘internal control centre’ of their lives to the Lord. They prefer laws, but God's heart 

behind those laws is of no interest.  

Jesus came to change all of this. There are no longer laws to adhere to (some still think 
so) and no formal religious system has to be followed. There is only the heart of Jesus. 

Have you had a heart transplant? Do you live with the heart of Jesus in you?  
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Sandy, Prayer for Godõs loving arms 
around him to keep him strong through 
this sad time  
Leif & Family, Godõs Comforting arms 
around each one at this sad time  
Gary Sutherland ñPerth (Nadiaõs Hus-
band) Very ill ñGodõs loving arms around 
him  
Tanya (Daughter of John Machalan) 
needs Godõs healing and loving arms 
around her  
Pastor Zacharia work in PNG for Godõs 
presence  
Restitution Ministries  

Bro Ray in the Philippines, Bro Tomasi 
in Fiji and Bro Peter Ah -koy ð Godõs 
Blessings  
Letterboxing efforts of DVDõsñfor the 
recipients of DVDõs may they want to 
know more about Godõs truth 
Joanneõs Dad ñ Godõs Healing 
Michael & Joanneõs Daughters, Jessica 
& Cherie ñGodõs hand over them 
Kym, Evelynõs Daughter ñ Godõs Com-
fort & wellbeing.  
Jeff, Brother in law of Sandy ñGodõs 
healing hand  
Our children  

Stefanñhis work in China, Russia & Sth 
PacificñGodõs hand over him 
Nelma (Michaelõs Mother) - Godõs Loving 
Arm around her  
International Bible Study ñGodõs Lead-
ing  
Jean, Mary & Muriel, Sandyõs Sisters, 
Need Godõs Loving Healing hand upon 
them  
Vallian from Kenya & Sarah from Ger-
many, may Godõs hand be over their 
work for the youth  
Greg, Receiving DVDõs & for God to im-
press on his heart with the truth  
Glory to our Heavenly Father for all our 
answered prayers  

 
If anyone else is in need of prayer that we 
have not heard of as yet, we extend our 
thoughts to you ñ please email your re-

quests to myersba45@gmail.com  

Ingredients: 
makes 4 pepper cups ( 2 whole peppers) 
- 2 peppers 

- 3 eggs [I use organic and free-range] 

- 1/4 cup of tomatoes 

- 1/4 cup of onion 
- 1/4 cup of broccoli 

- 1/4 cup of shredded cheddar cheese 

- 1 tbsp of butter 

- 1/8 cup of milk 
- 1/8 tsp of cayenne pepper (optional for heat) 

- pinch of black pepper 

- pinch of sea salt 

Directions: 
1. Cut and core the peppers to prepare them for the filling. Preheat the over 

to 375degrees. 

2. In a medium mixing bowl, mix together the egg, milk and cheese. 

3. Over medium-low heat melt butter in a large saucepan. Add vegetables. 
Cook slowly, stirring occasionally until the vegetables are soft. If you are 

using meat, ensure that you cook it first. 

4. Mix vegetables into the egg mixture and add a pinch of pepper & sea salt. 

5. Place on a baking sheet and bake for 35 minutes or until the filling is 
cooked (you should be able to cleanly pull out a tooth pick from the mid-

dle of a pepper cup. 

A helpful hint: Do your best to use peppers that are as symmetrical as possible so 

when cut in half they can sit fairly flat on a baking dish. 

Capsicum Quiche  



The Sanctuary Service—M L Andreasen 
Cont’d from previous edition 

God's Sanctuaries on Earth 

The Priesthood  

MOSES was given directions not only for the 
construction of the tabernacle but also for the 
selection and instruction of the priesthood. God 
commanded Moses, “Take thou unto thee Aaron 
thy brother, and his sons with him, from among 
the children of Israel, that he may minister unto 
Me in the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, Eleazar and Itharnar, Aaron's sons.” Exo-
dus 28:1. To Aaron He said, “Thou and thy sons 
with thee shall keep your priest's office for every 
thing of the altar, and within the vale; and you 
shall serve: I have given your priest's office unto 
you as a service of gift.” Numbers 18:7. 

The priests in Israel occupied a high and honora-
ble position in the nation. Their responsibilities 
were great, and their prerogative's equally so. 
They were the guardians of the law of God, and 
also of the morals of the people. There was 
scarcely any phase of life or activity in which the 
priest did not play a prominent part. 

Aaron and his sons were chosen by God to this 
high office, and throughout almost the entire 
history of the nation the priests were confined 
to the line of Aaronic descent. Only in the latter 
part of Israel's national history were others ad-
mitted to priestly office, and then only because 
of pressure from the civil authorities. It appears 
that the privileges of the priestly office were 
originally designed for life, but there are grounds 
for believing that later this provision was disre-
garded. 

When the Aaronic priests grew in number so 
that not all were needed at the same time for 
the services of the temple, they were divided 

Free Book Offer  
The Real Historical Facts Behind: - 

Christmas, Easter & Halloween  
 

Email:  pilgrimpeter1@hotmail.com  
Mob:   0421 880  671 
Write:  P O Box 412 
  Hampton Park 
  Vic  3976   

 

Descramble  

See if you can descramble the following wordτ

answer at the end 

L T N S H O I H R E T O S L D E O 
4 Words (8,2,3,4) 

into twenty-four courses, each of which took turns 
in officiating at the services. Each served one week 
at Jerusalem twice a year, the rest of the time be-
ing spent in the home districts helping and teach-
ing the people. At first strict order was maintained 
in the rotation of these courses; but when corrup-
tion later came in, the order of the courses was 
disarranged, and in the time of Christ the Biblical 
rotation was no longer followed. 

The priests had control of the entire outward wor-
ship of the nation. They were the custodians of the 
temple, and they only could “draw near” to God, 
an expression which in Israel meant the privilege of 
officiating at the altar and entering the sanctuary 
to perform the services there. Only through them 
could the people have access to the blessings of 
the covenant symbolized by the sprinkling of the 
blood and the offering of incense. The priests alone  

Cont’d on Page 6 

Free DVD Offer  

    I am interested in receiving the following DVD’s for free 
    DVD ONE:  The Path to Super Health 
    DVD TWO:  DiscoveriesτbƻŀƘΩǎ !Ǌƪ CƻǳƴŘ 
    DVD THREE: The Cosmic Conflict 
    Name: ……………………………………………………..……………………. 
    Address: …………………………………………………..……………..…….. 

Send your request to: PO Box 166, Mt Clear, 3350 or via 
email to  truevine@email.com  You will receive your 
DVD/s through the post. 

mailto:pilgrimpeter1@hotmail.com


EW - Early Writings (1882) 

Cont’d from previous edition 

The Last Plagues and the 
Judgment 

At the general confer-
ence of believers in the 
present truth, held at 
Sutton, Vermont, Sep-

tember, 1850, I was shown that 
the seven last plagues will be 
poured out after Jesus leaves 
the sanctuary. Said the angel, 
"It is the wrath of God and the 
Lamb that causes the destruc-
tion or death of the wicked. At 
the voice of God the saints will 
be mighty and terrible as an ar-
my with banners, but they will 
not then execute the judgment 
written. The execution of the 
judgment will be at the close of 
the one thousand years."    

After the saints are changed to 
immortality and caught up to-
gether with Jesus, after they 
receive their harps, their robes, 
and their crowns, and enter the 
city, Jesus and the saints sit in 
judgment. The books are 
opened--the book of life and 
the book of death. The book of 
life contains the good deeds of 
the saints; and the book of 
death contains the evil deeds of 
the wicked. These books are 
compared with the statute 
book, the Bible, and according 
to that men are judged. The 
saints, in unison with Jesus, 
pass their judgment upon the 
wicked dead. "Behold ye," said 
the angel, "the saints, in unison 
with Jesus, sit in judgment, and 
mete out to the wicked accord-
ing to the deeds done in the 
body, and that which they must 
receive at the execution of the 
judgment is set off against their 

names." This, I saw, was the 
work of the saints with Jesus 
through the one thousand years 
in the Holy City before it de-
scends to the earth. Then at the 
close of the one thousand years, 
Jesus, with the angels and all the 
saints, leaves the Holy City, and 
while He is descending to the 
earth with them, the wicked 
dead are raised, and then the 
very men that "pierced Him," 
being raised, will see Him afar 
off in all His glory, the angels and 
saints with Him, and will wail 
because of Him. They will see 
the prints of the nails in His 
hands and in His feet, and where 
they thrust the spear into His 
side. The prints of the nails and 
the spear will then be His glory. 
It is at the close of the one thou-
sand years that Jesus stands up-
on the Mount of Olives, and the 
mount parts asunder and be-
comes a mighty plain. Those 
who flee at that time are the 
wicked, who have just been 
raised. Then the Holy City comes 
down and settles on the plain. 
Satan then imbues the wicked 
with his spirit. He flatters them 
that the army in the city is small, 
and that his army is large, and 
that they can overcome the 
saints and take the city.     

While Satan was rallying his ar-
my, the saints were in the city, 
beholding the beauty and glory 
of the Paradise of God. Jesus 
was at their head, leading them. 
All at once the lovely Saviour 
was gone from our company; 
but soon we heard His lovely 
voice, saying, "Come, ye blessed 
of My Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world." We 
gathered about Jesus, and just as 

He closed the gates of the city, the 
curse was pronounced upon the 
wicked. The gates were shut. Then 
the saints used their wings and 
mounted to the top of the wall of 
the city. Jesus was also with them; 
His crown looked brilliant and glo-
rious. It was a crown within a 
crown, seven in number. The 
crowns of the saints were of the 
most pure gold, decked with stars. 
Their faces shone with glory, for 
they were in the express image of 
Jesus; and as they arose and 
moved all together to the top of 
the city, I was enraptured with the 
sight.  

Then the wicked saw what they 
had lost; and fire was breathed 
from God upon them and con-
sumed them. This was the execu-
tion of the judgment. The wicked 
then received according as the 
saints, in unison with Jesus, had 
meted out to them during the one 
thousand years. The same fire 
from God that consumed the wick-
ed purified the whole earth. The 
broken, ragged mountains melted 
with fervent heat, the atmosphere 
also, and all the stubble was con-
sumed. Then our inheritance 
opened before us, glorious and 
beautiful, and we inherited the 
whole earth made new. We all 
shouted with a loud voice, "Glory; 
Alleluia!"  

 

Cont’d in next edition 

Ellen G White Writings  

Contributions 

Please feel free to submit items for 
inclusion in future newsletters to the 
Editor 

C/o Ballarat  Bible Study Group 
PO Box 166 
Mt Clear  VIC  3350 
Australia 



Word Search  

B M I M M U H T L A 

L T B B E T A L P A 

U H A L A E B P U R 

E O D U S M E D R O 

D L A E I L R E P N 

O I N T E O G R L M 

H N R A B R E C E I 

P E R E T A O A E R 

E S G O L D N S B U 

I S T N E M G D U J 

See if you can find the following words in 
the grid below—the remaining letters 

form a hidden word 

AARON 

JUDGEMENT 

URIM 

THUMMIM 

ISREAL 

EPHOD 

BLUE 

HABERGEON 

PLATE 

GOLD 

HOLINESS 

MITRE 

PURPLE 

SACRED 

ROBE 

BLUE 

 

On a Clear Night 
 
On a clear night, look up at the stars in the sky. Genesis 1 records that God made all of 

them! Imagine the power in just one star! But it is not just about raw power. There is 

intelligence and design packed in our universe down to the smallest DNA strand, down 

to the smallest subatomic particle. God’s power and wisdom are beyond our compre-

hension. That is why the LORD said to Abraham in Genesis 18:14, “Is anything too 

hard for the LORD?” That is why the LORD said to Moses when Moses questioned 

how God could possibly supply meat to several million Israelites in the wilderness, “Is 

the Lord’s arm too short?” (Numbers 11:23). That is why Jonathan told his armour 
bearer that the LORD didn’t need a lot of soldiers to get a victory (1 Samuel 14:6). 

 

Jeremiah 32:17 states, “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the 

earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for 

thee.” Even in the spiritual realm, those that seem the farthest from salvation are not 

impossible for Him to reach (Mark 10:25-27). And as great as His power is, His love 

and mercy are just as great...even to the point of His willingness to send His own Son 

to die on the cross of Calvary to pay the penalty for a sinful mankind. He did this so 
that He, in complete justice, could forgive those who will turn away from self-reliance 

and sin to reliance upon Christ and His finished work. As parents, it would be far 

worse to see our children endure torment than go through it ourselves, and yet that is 

just what God the Father did. John 3:16, a familiar verse, states God’s great love: 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-

lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” This love was not just for 

the “good” people (there are none), but for us...a fallen, sinful, unlovely, rebellious 

people (Romans 3:10-23)...and yet He chose to shower us with His love (Romans 5:6-
10) when we didn’t deserve it. 

 

The only thing that God cannot do is act contrary to His own character and nature. 

For example, Titus 1:2 states that He cannot lie. Because He is holy (Isaiah 6:3; 1 Peter 

1:16), He cannot sin. Because He is just, He cannot merely overlook sin. Because 

Christ paid the penalty for sin, He is now able to forgive those who will turn to Christ 

(Isaiah 53:1-12; Romans 3:26). 
 

Truly our God is an awesome God...unchanging, eternal, unlimited in power, in 

majesty, in knowledge, in wisdom, in love, in mercy, and in holiness. But we are 

very much like the Israelites who, even after seeing God display His power and 

love repeatedly, doubted both His love and power as they came face to face with 

each new trial in their lives (e.g., Numbers 13-14). May God help us to honour 

Him with dependence and trust in Him through the next “crisis” we face, for He 

is a “very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). 

Reports from the Philippines 
Dear Bro Tom, 
God's peace! we are now at the airport but i want to send this email to share the wonderful experience we had yesterday. 
Bro Chris and I went to Bulusan church and he was able to discuss the landmarks of our faith in the morning and shared a health message in 
the afternoon. the brethren were happy to meet him. some were still adjusting in his speech in the morning because they were not really 
familiar with Australian accent. in the afternoon, i translated his message so they can understand more. There were inquiries about the 
health topic and even the young people are eager to try the 2 meal system he discussed. we are glad that the young people talk to Chris after 
the service inquiring about many things. Chris has the pictures of our fellowship yesterday. Bro Stefan and Bro Rey, went to naga city church 
and bro Stefan spoke from Sabbath school and divine worship service. He asked them whether they want a smooth message or not and they 
choose the latter so he spoke boldly against the trinity calling it the doctrine of the devil. Bro Rey is anticipating commotion and opposition 
but there was none. We believe the Lord spoke through Bro Stefan and 
every mouth is silenced after his preaching. They finished the discourse half 
past 12 which often, in regular Sabbaths, the people will complain. but this 
time, they stayed until the message is finished. they met several interested 
brethren and we will make a follow up after our travel. in the afternoon, Bro 
Stefan tried to go street preaching in the park but it was too noisy so they 
decided to go up in an Adventist College where they met a Korean. Bro Stef-
an can give you more details but here are some of the pictures taken. Bro 
Loie, the head elder who invited us, just informed me that there is a positive 
reaction on those who listen to the message and they felt that they need to 
hear more. But they will have a church board meeting this first week of 
November and he doesn’t know if the district pastor will react please in-
clude in your prayers that we will remain faithful to the truth and may God 
give us grace to face opposition...we are now going to Palawan where we 
will be having a nightly cottage meeting. 
God's blessings to everyone. 
in Christ, Ray                                                                  Reports Cont’d Over Page 



Reports from The Philippines—Cont’d 

Greetings to all from Stefan and Chris, from Legazpi, Philippines Thank you for your prayers. Last time we wrote was from PNG so we will start 
from there. After the camp meeting we travelled to Goroka, which is a beautiful place up in the highlands of PNG and the home town of Pastor 
Zacharia. Zacharia took us up to the foot of the 2nd highest peak in PNG where a small church gathered and we shared testimonies on the misty 
mountainside. Meetings were scheduled for the Sabbath and both Stefan and Chris spoke at 2 different churches encouraging the brethren in 
their stand in the recent division and speaking about how we should never compromise. 
Elder Tobias, Brother Isaiah among others conducted some street preaching near the market drawing a large crowd of over 500. Stefan also 
spoke on 2 different occasions for some time, even in heavy rain, the hearers willing to get wet to hear the word preached. 
We arrived in Manila on the 7th of October at about 1am and were picked up by Ray and drove up to Kagutungan health retreat in Illocos (Arrow 
number 1 Philippines map) which is about 10 hours from Manila. There we spent about a week, visiting local believers and teaching about the 
true God. We also had a good rest enjoying the waterfalls and swimming. They have a bakery there and sell bread. They also make soy milk to sell 
in the local area. There is no electricity there and it is a very peaceful jungle retreat. We visited an SDA church nearby at  which Stefan reasoned 
with the Elders about the true God, and after some debate they seemed to accept the message, and we left on friendly terms. 
We arrived here in Legazpi on Monday morning about 1am after a 20 hour drive over 2 days. Along the way we visited an SDA sister near Manila 
and shared the truth with her and her family, and she was very happy to hear it.  
Legazpi is situated at the base of the most active volcano in the Philippines, which can be seen constantly smoking in the background (on clear 
days) We have enjoyed good hospitality from Ray and Nars and everyone we have stayed with. Stefan did some street preaching at a tourist spot 
on top of a mountain here on Wednesday where many young people attentively watched and got our contact details. He is very keen to preach on 
the street after seeing what is happening in PNG and it has been blessed by the Lord here in the Philippines also. Tomorrow Stefan and I will sepa-
rate and speak at 2 different Churches on the Godhead, please pray for us. On Sunday we travel by plane to Palawan (number 3 on the map) and 
then on to Cebu (number 4) at which on Tuesday there was a 7.4 magnitude earthquake with 150 recorded dead. 
God bless, And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Col 3:15   
Stefan and Chris from the Philippines. 
 
Dear Brethren, We arrived in Fiji at 7 pm Thursday night, Fijian time. We were met at the airport by brother Bill and brother Tomasi. They took us 
to the Mercure hotel where we have stayed since we arrived. On Friday, we watched the preparation of the Sabbath food being done, sitting on 
a mat on the ground. Chickens were peacefully cleaning any scraps that were not guarded. For the camp, vegetarian food was prepared. The 
cassava was prepared with coconut milk, and onions, and wrapped in Taro leaves. Fijian bread was prepared with flour, baking powder, and 
fresh shredded coconut, sugar and water, then wrapped in banana leaves. A fire was prepared by placing rocks on the wood. When very hot, the 
left over wood was pulled out, the charcoal was broken up finely with long poles, just leaving the rocks exposed. Metal racks were then placed 
over the rocks then Coconut fronds were placed on the hot rocks. The food was then placed on the fronds, along with Taro and cassava. More 
banana and coconut leaves were placed over the top, and finally a piece of plastic and then dirt was thrown over it. This was left for 1 and a half 
hours to cook, and then uncovered. This was called an earth oven. During the preparations, there was a little discussion among a couple of indi-
viduals whether the health message should have a part in the camp meeting or in fact have a place in this work at all. We quietly observed, and 
were approached after by a couple of other individuals including one of the leaders, about the need to address this issue. We agreed to share 
and a meeting was arranged for a meeting to be held this afternoon - Monday the 14th of October here in Nadi. 
The camp meeting was held in a school. People slept on the floor on mats, and then chairs were placed for worship. About 200 people attended, 
including people from the 6 churches on the main island. A few came from other islands as well. The people were blessed by the messages, and 
the fellowship. We were encouraged to see the spirit of unity manifested as representatives of the churches met in a business council. They 
made decisions relative to evangelism, a joint meeting in a couple weeks where there will be about 14 baptisms, and are pursuing plans for bet-
ter organization to facilitate someone to visit the different groups, communication and assistance to each other in evangelism and other areas, 
etc.  
There are currently 6 churches on the main island, and some other groups on outlying islands. The work here has real promise of going forward 
fast. Already, in just 2 or three years since this message came to Fiji, we can see its prosperity. There are at least three men that used to be min-
isters in the SDA church with a good experience, plus elders and teachers that have united with the work. Many of those that are reached, come 
from a Methodist background since that is a prominent religion here. Some students are being reached through the ministry of one of the 
brothers and his sons who have gone into the universities and spoken with the students and organized bible studies.  
Brother Neville and myself plan to travel to Suva tomorrow to visit a couple of families. Wednesday we leave for the island of Savu Savu where 
we will visit with sister Ana and some others, and study with a mother and daughter who have been preparing for baptism, and the Lord willing, 
perform the baptism. After that, We hope to visit other individuals and groups on other islands and the interior that could not make it to the 
camp.  
We have been so blessed by the numerous people we have met who have such a love and zeal for the Lord. We also see great needs here that 
we feel an urgency to try and meet, as there are everywhere. They are just a little different kind of needs than the people have in westernized 
countries. Communication is sparse, because we have to pay for the Internet and then it only works for one computer and the time seems to 
click by whether you use it or not. Neville got 5 minutes of Internet when he paid for an hour.  
God is sustaining us, our health has been good, and we are of good courage, and seeking to be as much of a blessing here as we can be. In the 
service of the king 
David and Neville 

Study Topics may include: 
What shall I do to be  saved? 
Who is God? 
What is God’s plan for me? 
Battlefield Earth 
The second coming of Christ 
Forgiveness—can it be mine? 
Signs of Christ’s soon return 
Death—Why? What happens after I die? 
God’s rescue plan for humanity 
Angels—are they real? 
The Secret of happiness 
The healing power of God 
Prayer—Does God really hear me? How do I pray? 
God’s health program 

An Invitation 
You are invited to request FREE BIBLE Studies in your 
own home at a time convenient to you. 
The Bible is a storehouse of information and guidance 
which if studied will lead you to a knowledge of God 
and help you understand why you are here and where 
you are going. You will find out how much God loves you and learn 
about His free gift of eternal life and how it can be yours. 
To arrange your first Bible study time please contact Michael and 
Joanne on 0408 279 224 (Text or Phone) or email                           
truevine@email.com or contact us by postτPO Box 166, Mt Clear, 
Ballarat, 3350 

mailto:truevine@email.com


 

The Sanctuary Service    Contôd from Page 2 

 

could transact with God. 

Aside from their strictly religious functions and 
temple ritual, the priests also had control of many 
civil and even personal matters. They determined 
when a man was ceremonially unclean, and had 
power to exclude him from the congregation. Lep-
rosy was referred to them for examination, and 
upon their word hung the decision whether a man 
was to be banished from society, or an infected 
house was to be torn down. (Leviticus 13, 14) Said 
God, “Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that thou 
observe diligently, and do according to all that the 
priests the Levites shall teach you: as I commanded 
them, so you shall observe to do. Remember what 
the Lord thy God did unto Abiram by the way, after 
that you were come forth out of Egypt.” Deuteron-
omy 24:8, 9. 

The priests alone could restore a man to his family 
after he had been officially excluded. They also had 
jurisdiction in certain cases of suspected unfaithful-
ness. (Numbers 5:11-31) By their interpretation of 
the ,Jaw they came to wield a great influence and 
authority in many matters affecting daily life. In 
difficult cases of law the priests were associated 
with the judge in making judicial decisions, not only 
in questions of religion, but also in purely civil 
“matters of controversy within thy 
gates.” (Deuteronomy 17:8-13) 

Decision in such cases was final. The man was ad-
monished to do according to the sentence of the 
law which they shall teach thee, and according to 
the judgment which they shall tell thee. . . . And 
the man that will do presumptuously, and will not 
hearken unto the priest that stands to minister 
there before the Lord thy God, or unto the judge, 
even that man shall die: and thou shall put away 
the evil from Israel.” Verses 41, 12. (See also Deu-
teronomy 19:17) 

It is easily conceivable that a body of men who had 
control of a nation's worship, of the teaching and 
interpretation of law, of intimate personal relation-
ships of the execution of legal decisions, would 
wield a powerful influence for good or evil upon 
the people. 'When to the prestige which was theirs 
because of the nature of their calling is added the 
liberal income which the emoluments of their of-
fice provided them, we can readily understand that 

that the priesthood soon became a powerful as 
well as exclusive organization. 

The prerogatives of the priesthood were great, 
and its rights were most jealously guarded. As not-
ed before, only Aaron and his descendants could 
officiate in sacrificial worship. (Exodus 28, 29; Le-
viticus 8-10; Numbers 16-18) No one could be-
come a priest who was not born into the family. 
This put great stress upon the matter of birth, and 
upon the genealogical record supporting that 
birth. It was incumbent upon each priest to prove 
his descent from Aaron by unimpeachable evi-
dence. There must be no flaw in the succession. 
Each step must -be clear. To examine into the ge-
nealogy of each candidate became the' task of cer-
tain priests. It was later taken over by the Sanhed-
rin, who spent part of their time in this work. If a 
priest successfully proved his genealogical right to 
the office and passed the physical test required-if 
he had not disqualifying deformity of body-he was 
dressed in white garments, and his name was in-
scribed on the official list of authorized priests. It 
may be that Revelation 3:5 is based on this cus-
tom. On the other hand, if he failed to satisfy the 
examiners, he was dressed in black. Physical de-
formity-if the genealogical record was satisfactory-
did not debar the priest from sharing in the sup-
port given to the temple priests. (Leviticus 21:21-
23) If the defect was not too prominent, he could 
even serve in some minor capacity, such as caring 
for the wood used in the altar service, or as a 
watchman. 

The priestly office being very sacred, regulations 
as to whom a priest might or might not marry 
were strictly enforced. A priest might not marry a 
woman whose husband had put her away or di-
vorced her. He might not marry a prostitute or a 
violated maid. (Verses 7, 8) He could marry only a 
virgin or a widow. It was also demanded of the 
priests that they be careful as to ceremonial de-
filement. They might not touch a dead body ex-
cept that of a very near relative. In every act of 
their lives the priests were to be conscious of their 
need of keeping away from anything that might 
defile. And this carefulness in regard to physical 
defilement was only emblematic of God's demand 
for great spiritual purity. “Holiness unto the Lord” 
was the watchword of the priesthood.  
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Chapter XXXIII - The First Great Decep-
tion (/ƻƴǘΩŘύ 

Upon the fundamental error of natural 
immortality rests the doctrine of conscious-
ness in death, a doctrine, like eternal tor-
ment, opposed to the teachings of the 
Scriptures, to the dictates of reason, and to 
our feelings of humanity. According to the 
popular belief, the redeemed in Heaven are 
acquainted with all that takes place on the 
earth, and especially with the lives of the 
friends whom they have left behind. But 
how could it be a source of happiness to 
the dead to know the troubles of the living, 
to witness the sins committed by their own 
loved ones, and to see them enduring all 
the sorrows, disappointments, and anguish 
of life? How much of Heaven's bliss would 
be enjoyed by those who were hovering 
over their friends on earth? And how utter-
ly revolting is the belief that as soon as the 
breath leaves the body, the soul of the 
impenitent is consigned to the flames of 
hell! To what depths of anguish must those 
be plunged who see their friends passing to 
the grave unprepared, to enter upon an 
eternity of woe and sin! Many have been 

Health Tip  

The Great Controversy  

EG White  

driven to insanity by this harrowing 
thought.   

What say the Scriptures concerning  
these things? David declares that man is 
not conscious in death. “His breath 
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in 
that very day his thoughts per-
ish.” [Psalm 146:4.] Solomon bears the 
same testimony: “The living know that 
they shall die; but the dead know not 
anything.” “Their love, and their hatred, 
and their envy, is now perished; neither 
have they any more a portion forever in 
anything that is done under the sun.” 
“There is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, 
whither thou goest.” [Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 
10.] 

When, in answer to his prayer, Hezeki-
ah's life was prolonged fifteen years, the 
grateful king rendered to God a tribute 
of praise for his great mercy. In this song 
he tells the reason why he thus rejoices: 
“The grave cannot praise thee, death 
cannot celebrate thee; they that go 
down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. The living, the living, he shall 
praise thee, as I do this day.” [Isaiah 
38:18, 19.] Popular theology represents 
the righteous dead as in Heaven, en-
tered into bliss, and praising God with an 
immortal tongue; but Hezekiah could 
see no such glorious prospect in death.  

 

Psalm 27:4  

“One thing I ask from the 

Lord, this only do I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house 

of the Lord all the days of 

my life, to gaze on the beauty 

of the Lord and to seek Him 

in His temple.”  

Thoughts from the Mount of 

Blessing 

 

How is true righteousness ob-

tained? 

 
"Not by painful struggles or weari-

some toil, not by gift or sacrifice, is 

righteousness obtained; but it is 

freely given to every soul who hun-

gers and thirsts to receive it." ~ 

Thoughts from the Mount of Bless-

ing, p. 18 

 

Obtaining righteousness becomes 

much more simplicit when self is 

taken out of the equation, and 

Christ becomes the leading varia-

ble. 

The Protestant Reformation in the 1500s literally changed the course of 

history. It helped  move Europe out of the Dark Ages and led to the rise of 

true religious freedom. It's original principles eventually found expres-

sion in the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of 

America  which  teaches  that when  it comes to religion, the governments 

of earth have no right to control the conscience.  

Quote of the Day:    

 
"All truths are easy to understand 
once they are discovered; the point 
is to discover them."   
 
Galileo Galilei - 
Physicist, Mathe-
matician, Astron-
omer, Philoso-
pher (1564 - 
1642)  
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With his words agrees the testimony of the psalmist: “In death there is no re-
membrance of thee; in the grave who shall give thee thanks?” “The dead praise 
not the Lord, neither any that go down into silence.” [Psalm 6:5; 115:17.] 

Peter, on the day of Pentecost, declared that the patriarch David “is both dead 
and buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day.” “For David is not ascend-
ed into the heavens.” [Acts 2:29, 34.] The fact that David remains in the grave 
until the resurrection, proves that the righteous do not go to Heaven at death. It 
is only through the resurrection, and by virtue of the fact that Christ has risen, 
that David can at last sit at the right hand of God.  

And said Paul: “If the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised.  And if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished.” [1 Corinthians 15:16-18.] If for four thousand years 
the righteous had gone directly to Heaven at death, how could Paul have said 
that if there is no resurrection, “they which are fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished”? No resurrection would be necessary. 

The martyr Tyndale, defending the doctrine that the dead sleep, declared to his 
papist opponent: “Ye, in putting them [departed souls] in Heaven, hell, and pur-
gatory, destroy the argument wherewith Christ and Paul prove the resurrection.” 
“If the souls be in Heaven, tell me why they be not in as good case as the angels 
be? And then what cause is there of the resurrection?” 

It is an undeniable fact that the hope of immortal blessedness at death has led to 
widespread neglect of the Bible doctrine of the resurrection. This tendency was 
remarked by Dr. Adam Clarke, who, early in the present century, said: “The doc-
trine of the resurrection appears to have been thought of much more conse-
quence among the primitive Christians than it is now! How is this? The apostles 
were continually insisting on it, and exciting the followers of God to diligence, 
obedience, and cheerfulness through it. And their successors in the present day 
seldom mention it! So apostles preached, and so primitive Christians believed; so 
we preach, and so our hearers believe. There is not a doctrine in the gospel on 
which more stress is laid; and there is not a doctrine in the present system of 
preaching which is treated with more neglect!”  

This has continued until the glorious truth of the resurrection has been almost 
wholly obscured, and lost sight of by the Christian world. Thus a leading religious 
writer, commenting on the words of Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, says: “For 
all practical purposes of comfort the doctrine of the blessed immortality of the 
righteous takes the place for us of any doubtful doctrine of the Lord's second 
coming. At our death the Lord comes for us. That is what we are to wait and 
watch for. The dead are already passed into glory. They do not wait for the 
trump for their judgment and blessedness.”   

But when about to leave his disciples, Jesus did not tell them that they would 
soon come to him. “I go to prepare a place for you,” he said. “And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself.” [John 
14:2, 3.] And Paul tells us, further, that “the Lord himself shall descend from 
Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” And he adds, “Comfort one another with these 
words.” [1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.] How wide the contrast between these words 
of comfort and those of the Universalist minister previously quoted. The latter 
consoled the bereaved friends with the assurance, that, however sinful the dead 
might have been, when he breathed out his life here he was to be received 
among the angels. Paul points his brethren to the future coming of the Lord, 
when the fetters of the tomb shall be broken, and the “dead in Christ” shall be 
raised to eternal life. 

Before any can enter the mansions of the blest, their cases must be investigated, 
and their characters and their deeds must pass in review before God. All are to 
be judged according to the things written in the books, and to be rewarded as 
their works have been. This Judgment does not take place at death. Mark the 
words of Paul: “He hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained: whereof he hath given as-
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.” [Acts 17:31.] 
Here the apostle plainly stated that a specified time, then future, had been fixed 
upon for the Judgment of the world. 

The Unfinished  Sermon  

Charles L. Paddock 

Originally published in 1952. The author assumes full respon-
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this book 

Two small girls, each carrying a Bible under their  
arm, were waiting at a busy street corner in the 
city.  The light was red, and they were impatient 
to be on the move.  “Let’s go; there is no traffic 
coming,” said one of the girls. 

The other girl replied, “We had better stay until 
the light turns green, it certainly would not look 
right for us, with a Bible under our arm, to cross 
against the light, when we know very well it 
would be breaking the law.” 

Would it not be well for us who have the Bible 
stored up in our hearts, who profess to believe 
and follow the Book, to be law-abiding citizens, 
who have unquestioned integrity in our business 
and social life? 

Christians are “the salt of the earth.”  Jesus 
warned, however, that “if the salt has lost it’s 
savor, wherewith shall it be salted?”  What a 
disappointment it is to try to season food with 
savorless salt!  Likewise, what a disappointment 
it is to find Christians who lack the sweet influ-
ence of the Master!  We must not be insipid 
Christians; to have a genuine religious tang, we 
must be different from those who make no pro-
fession. 
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"If American democracy is to remain the great-

est hope of humanity, it must continue abun-

dantly in the faith of the Bible."  

ð Calvin Coolidge  
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